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I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

To save a few hundred million dollars so that its ownership interests in “New GM” would 
be worth that much more after the bailout of General Motors in 2009, the federal government 
intentionally left behind $936 million in projected pre-bankruptcy claims of accident victims 
with personal injury products liability claims. As a result, these victims collected only pennies 
on the dollar on their claims in the GM bankruptcy case. Meanwhile, the government 
simultaneously agreed to assume in full and without discount $60 billion in pre-bankruptcy 
claims of GM’s trade vendors, unions, retirees, and senior executives, among others. In so 
doing, the government targeted the accident victims to bear a disproportionate share of the 
burden of the bailout, even threatening the bankruptcy court that it would abandon the 
bailout, declare GM in default, and force it into liquidation if the accident victims’ successor 
liability claims against New GM were not extinguished in the final bankruptcy court order 
approving the bailout. 

The letters that follow were written by or on behalf of accident victims forsaken by the 
government in the General Motors bailout. Some tell of the daily struggles of victims and 
their families in coping with their permanent disabling injuries without adequate resources. 
Others tell of lives cut short and the uncompensated losses that shattered their families.  

This Book of Letters contains the pleas of nearly 100 accident victims across the country for 
your support of H.R. 7016, a bill introduced by Congressman Troy Carter on March 9, 2022 
that affords “just compensation” to the GM accident victims. This bill provides that victims 
holding “allowed” (i.e., settled) personal injury claims in the General Motors bankruptcy 
case will be awarded “just compensation” by the government for its having unfairly targeted 
these claims for extinguishment in the bailout while concurrently assuming $60 billion in 
liabilities—including all ordinary course payables—in full. 

Notably, the bill provides that this settlement—estimated at $1 billion—will be funded 
through the Judgment Fund, a permanent, indefinite appropriation for the satisfaction of 
judgments, awards, and compromise settlements against the United States, regardless of 
amount. See generally 31 U.S.C. § 1304. H.R. 7016, therefore does not require a separate 
Congressional appropriation. Further, as noted in the Legislative Summary at Tab 2, this 
legislative fix is consistent with legislation adopted in the 1999 Omnibus Appropriations Act 
that enabled a class action settlement of economic discrimination claims against the 
government by African-American farmers despite the fact that many of these claims were 
barred by a two-year statute of limitations. 

633 accident victims with “allowed” personal injury products liability claims against GM 
were abandoned by the government in the bailout. They are scattered throughout 45 of the 
50 states. As shown at Tab 3, they collectively received at most only $75 million in the GM 
bankruptcy, representing just 8% of the $936 million projected owing. H.R. 7016 rectifies 
this gross disparity in treatment and rights a wrong the government needlessly created. 

The federal government’s treatment of the accident victims in the GM bailout left them and 
their families broken-hearted and crushed. H.R. 7016 provides the means for their just 
compensation. We urge your support for inclusion of H.R. 7016 in the Fiscal Year 2023 
Appropriations Bill.  

For further background, please visit www.forgottenGMbailoutvictims.org. 





II. LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY AND ITS PRECEDENT 
 

Congress has the power to pay moral debts of the United States and it “may recognize its obligation 
to pay a moral debt not only by direct appropriation, but also by waiving an otherwise valid 
defense to a legal claim against the United States.” United States v. Sioux Nation of Indians, 448 
U.S. 371, 397 (1980).  
 
To correct the injustice dealt the accident victims in the GM bailout, the victims seek bipartisan 
support for H.R. 7016, the text of which follows at ATTACHMENT 1. This bill waives the statute 
of limitations for a Fifth Amendment class action takings case brought on behalf of the accident 
victims in Campbell v. United States, a case filed in the United States Court of Federal Claims on 
July 9, 2015 but dismissed by the court on statute of limitations grounds. In affirming that 
dismissal, the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit rejected plaintiffs’ argument that the 
limitations period expired six years after the July 10, 2009 closing date of the bailout (i.e., when 
plaintiffs’ successor liability claims against New GM were actually extinguished). It held instead 
that the case should have been filed no later than July 1, 2015, the six-year anniversary of the date 
the draft sale order authorizing the extinguishment of these claims was purportedly uploaded to 
the bankruptcy court. Campbell v. United States, 932 F.3d 1331 (Fed. Cir. 2019), cert. denied 141 S. 
Ct. 444 (2020). 
 
Precedent for passage of the statute of limitations waiver in H.R. 7016 is found in the Fiscal Year 
1999 Omnibus Appropriations Act, which similarly waived the statute of limitations applicable to 
a class action (captioned Pigford v. Glickman) that African-American farmers filed against the 
government alleging that the U.S. Department of Agriculture (“USDA”) long discriminated 
against them in connection with various loan and economic support programs. The Pigford 
complaint asserted claims extending as far back as 1981 even though most of the class claims (i.e., 
those accruing before 1995) were barred by the two-year statute of limitations of the Equal Credit 
Opportunity Act. Though the government wanted to voluntarily waive the statute of limitations 
defense and settle the case, the Office of Legal Counsel opined that the statute of limitations 
implicates sovereign immunity and the statute of limitations defense can only be waived by 
Congress; it cannot be waived by the Department of Justice or any other agency of the Executive 
Branch. 22 Op. O.L.C. 127, 128 (1998). 
 
Recognizing the injustice of barring these farmers from asserting discrimination claims older than 
two years, Congress solved the problem by inserting into the 920-page Fiscal Year 1999 Omnibus 
Appropriations Act a one-page piece of legislation that waived the applicable two-year statute of 
limitations for these cases. See ATTACHMENT 2.  
 
Following passage, the government soon settled the Pigford class action, thereby allowing the entire 
class to share in a $1 billion settlement, nearly $800 million of which was paid from the Judgment 
Fund. See generally Pigford v. Glickman, 185 F.R.D. 82, 113 (D.D.C. 1999); Tadlock Cowan & Jody 
Feder, The Pigford Cases: USDA Settlement of Discrimination by Black Farmers, Cong. Research 
Serv., RS20430 at 3 (2013). 
 
In addition to waiving the statute of limitations, H.R. 7016 directs payment of “just compensation” 
to the accident victims at 2.5 times the “allowed” (i.e., settled) amount of their claims in the GM 
bankruptcy case, plus interest and court-approved fees and costs, all without offset of any kind. 
This multiple is necessary so that the aggregate recovery to the GM accident victims roughly 
equates to the projected $936 million in pre-bankruptcy personal injury products liability claims 
at the time of the GM bailout. The legislation further provides that this estimated $1 billion 
settlement is to be paid from the Judgment Fund. 
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117TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. R. 7016 

To waive the statute of limitations for cases against the government related 
to the General Motors bailout that were filed on or before July 9, 
2015, and for other purposes. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MARCH 9, 2022 
Mr. CARTER of Louisiana introduced the following bill; which was referred to 

the Committee on the Judiciary 

A BILL 
To waive the statute of limitations for cases against the 

government related to the General Motors bailout that 
were filed on or before July 9, 2015, and for other 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘General Motors Bail-4

out Act of 2022’’. 5
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SEC. 2. SETTLEMENT OF ACCIDENT VICTIM LITIGATION RE-1

LATED TO THE GENERAL MOTORS BAILOUT; 2

WAIVER OF STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS. 3

(a) Any eligible civil action arising from the filing of 4

an eligible complaint alleging a violation of the takings 5

clause of amendment V to the United States Constitution 6

is not subject to any statute of limitations. 7

(b) The United States shall pay just compensation 8

to an eligible claimant, consistent with amendment V to 9

the Constitution of the United States, to resolve an eligible 10

claim. Just compensation payments to eligible claimants 11

shall be made pursuant to section 1304 of title 31, United 12

States Code. 13

(c) If a settlement agreement has not been submitted 14

to the court presiding over an eligible complaint within 15

30 days after the date of enactment of this Act, the Attor-16

ney General shall submit a report to Congress describing 17

the reasons why a settlement agreement was not reached 18

with counsel of record to an eligible complaint. 19

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 20

For purposes of this Act, the following definitions 21

shall apply: 22

(1) The term ‘‘eligible claim’’ means a claim as-23

serted in an eligible complaint on behalf of all eligi-24

ble claimants. 25
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(2) The term ‘‘eligible claimant’’ means a plain-1

tiff, class member, or putative class member in re-2

spect of the eligible complaint who holds an eligible 3

claim and who filed a proof of claim in the bank-4

ruptcy case captioned In re Motors Liquidation 5

Company, et al., No. 09–50026 (Bankr. S.D.N.Y), 6

based on death or personal injuries that were caused 7

by or attributable to alleged defects in motor vehi-8

cles designed for operation on public roadways, or by 9

the component parts of such motor vehicles, and in 10

each case, manufactured, sold, or delivered by Gen-11

eral Motors Corporation or any of its subsidiaries on 12

or before June 1, 2009. 13

(3) The term ‘‘eligible complaint’’ means the 14

complaint filed with the United States Court of Fed-15

eral Claims by or on behalf of eligible claimants on 16

July 9, 2015, captioned Campbell, et al., v. United 17

States, No. 15–717, alleging violation by the United 18

States of amendment V to the Constitution in con-19

nection with the acquisition on July 10, 2009, by 20

NGMCO, Inc., a United States Treasury-sponsored 21

entity, of substantially all the assets of General Mo-22

tors Corporation. 23

(4) The term ‘‘just compensation’’ means pay-24

ment of a lump-sum amount equal to the sum of— 25
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(A) 2.5 times the ‘‘allowed amount’’ listed 1

on the final claims register filed on June 3, 2

2021, in the In re Motors Liquidation Company 3

bankruptcy case in respect of a proof of claim 4

filed by or on behalf of an eligible claimant, 5

plus 6

(B) interest thereon, plus 7

(C) reasonable court-approved fees and 8

costs to counsel of record on the eligible com-9

plaint, all without offset of any kind. 10

Interest shall accrue on all eligible claims from July 11

10, 2009, to the effective date of settlement at a 12

rate of three and one-half percent (3.5 percent) per 13

annum, compounded quarterly. 14

Æ 
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112 STAT. 2681–30PUBLIC LAW 105–277—OCT. 21, 1998

SEC. 737. Section 512(d)(4)(D)(iii) of the Federal Food, Drug,
and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 360b(d)(4)(D)(iii)) is amended by insert-
ing before the semicolon the following: ‘‘, except that for purposes
of this clause, antibacterial ingredient or animal drug does not
include the ionophore or arsenical classes of animal drugs’’.

SEC. 738. (a) None of the funds appropriated or otherwise
made available to the Secretary by this Act, any other Act, or
any other source may be used to issue the final rule to implement
the amendments to Federal milk marketing orders required by
subsection (a)(1) of section 143 of the Agricultural Market Transi-
tion Act (7 U.S.C. 7253), other than during the period of February
1, 1999, through April 4, 1999, and only if the actual implementa-
tion of the amendments as part of Federal milk marketing orders
takes effect on October 1, 1999, notwithstanding the penalties that
would otherwise be imposed under subsection (c) of such section.

(b) None of such funds may be used to designate the State
of California as a separate Federal milk marketing order under
subsection (a)(2) of such section, other than during the period
beginning on the date of the issuance of the final rule referred
to in subsection (a) through September 30, 1999.

(c) For purposes of this section, a rule shall be considered
to be a final rule when the rule is submitted to Congress as
required by chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, to permit
congressional review of agency rulemaking and before the Secretary
of Agriculture conducts the producer referendum required under
section 8c(19) of the Agricultural Adjustment Act (7 U.S.C.
608c(19)), reenacted with amendments by the Agricultural Market-
ing Agreement Act of 1937.

SEC. 739. Whenever the Secretary of Agriculture announces
the basic formula price for milk for purposes of Federal milk market-
ing orders issued under section 8c of the Agricultural Adjustment
Act (7 U.S.C. 608c), reenacted with amendments by the Agricultural
Marketing Agreement Act of 1937, the Secretary shall include in
the announcement an estimate, stated on a per hundredweight
basis, of the costs incurred by milk producers, including transpor-
tation and marketing costs, to produce milk in the different regions
of the United States.

SEC. 740. None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made
available by this Act shall be used to pay the salaries and expenses
of personnel to carry out a conservation farm option program,
as authorized by section 335 of Public Law 104–127.

SEC. 741. WAIVER OF STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS. (a) To the
extent permitted by the Constitution, any civil action to obtain
relief with respect to the discrimination alleged in an eligible com-
plaint, if commenced not later than 2 years after the date of the
enactment of this Act, shall not be barred by any statute of limita-
tions.

(b) The complainant may, in lieu of filing a civil action, seek
a determination on the merits of the eligible complaint by the
Department of Agriculture if such complaint was filed not later
than 2 years after the date of enactment of this Act. The Depart-
ment of Agriculture shall—

(1) provide the complainant an opportunity for a hearing
on the record before making that determination;

(2) award the complainant such relief as would be afforded
under the applicable statute from which the eligible complaint
arose notwithstanding any statute of limitations; and

7 USC 2279 note.
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112 STAT. 2681–31 PUBLIC LAW 105–277—OCT. 21, 1998

(3) to the maximum extent practicable within 180 days
after the date a determination of an eligible complaint is sought
under this subsection conduct an investigation, issue a written
determination and propose a resolution in accordance with
this subsection.
(c) Notwithstanding subsections (a) and (b), if an eligible claim

is denied administratively, the claimant shall have at least 180
days to commence a cause of action in a Federal court of competent
jurisdiction seeking a review of such denial.

(d) The United States Court of Federal Claims and the United
States District Court shall have exclusive original jurisdiction
over—

(1) any cause of action arising out of a complaint with
respect to which this section waives the statute of limitations;
and

(2) any civil action for judicial review of a determination
in an administrative proceeding in the Department of Agri-
culture under this section.
(e) As used in this section, the term ‘‘eligible complaint’’ means

a nonemployment related complaint that was filed with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture before July 1, 1997 and alleges discrimination
at any time during the period beginning on January 1, 1981 and
ending December 31, 1996—

(1) in violation of the Equal Credit Opportunity Act (15
U.S.C. 1691 et seq.) in administering—

(A) a farm ownership, farm operating, or emergency
loan funded from the Agricultural Credit Insurance Pro-
gram Account; or

(B) a housing program established under title V of
the Housing Act of 1949; or
(2) in the administration of a commodity program or a

disaster assistance program.
(f) This section shall apply in fiscal year 1999 and thereafter.
(g) The standard of review for judicial review of an agency

action with respect to an eligible complaint is de novo review.
Chapter 5 of title 5 of the United States Code shall apply with
respect to an agency action under this section with respect to
an eligible complaint, without regard to section 554(a)(1) of that
title.

SEC. 742. In any claim brought under the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973 and filed with the Secretary of Agriculture after January
1994 resulting in a finding that a farmer was subjected to discrimi-
nation under any farm loan program or activity conducted by the
United States Department of Agriculture in violation of section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794), the Secretary
of Agriculture shall be liable for compensatory damages. Such liabil-
ity shall apply to any administrative action brought before the
date of enactment of this Act, but only if the action is brought
within the applicable statute of limitations and the complainant
sought or seeks compensatory damages while the action is pending.

SEC. 743. Public Law 102–237, Title X, Section 1013(a) and
(b) (7 U.S.C. 426 note) is amended by striking ‘‘, to the extent
practicable,’’ in each instance in which it appears.

SEC. 744. Funds made available for conservation operations
by this or any other Act, including prior-year balances, shall be
available for financial assistance and technical assistance for the
purpose of constructing the Franklin County Lake Project,

7 USC 2279d.
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KEY STATISTICS

Number of Accident Victims with "Allowed" / Settled Claims in GM BK Case 642

Number of States with Accident Victims Holding "Allowed Claims" in BK Case 45

Aggregate Amount of Filed Proofs of Claim of Accident Victims in GM BK Case $ 3,507,355,914

Aggregate Amount of "Allowed" / Settled Claims for Distribution Purposes in GM BK Case $ 247,411,130

Aggregate "Allowed" Claims as a % of the Aggregate Filed Proofs of Claim 7.1 %

Maximum Total Distributions to Holders of "Allowed Claims" at 30% $ 74,223,339

Maximum Distributions on "Allowed Claims" in BK Case as % of Filed Proofs of Claim 2.1 %

Projected Accident Victim Claims per AON Risk Consulting Analysis at 3/31/2009 $ 936 Million

Maximum Distributions on "Allowed Claims" in BK Case as % of Projected Accident Claims 7.9%



STATE‐BY‐STATE ANALYSIS

CLAIMS SUMMARY BY STATE (INCL. 

CANADA)

NUMBER OF 

CLAIMANTS

 AMOUNT 

SOUGHT IN FILED 

PROOFS OF 

CLAIM IN GM 

BANKRUPTCY 

CASE 

 AMOUNT 

"ALLOWED" / 

SETTLED IN GM 

BANKRUPTCY 

CASE 

 MAXIMUM 

AMOUNT PAID 

VICTIMS IN GM 

BANKRUPTCY 

CASE 

MAXIMUM % 

PAID ON FILED 

PROOFS OF 

CLAIM IN GM 

BANKRUPTCY 

CASE

Alabama 35 257,800,000          17,812,500                     5,343,750  2.1%

Alaska 0 ‐‐ ‐‐ ‐‐ ‐‐

Arizona 35 135,237,500          7,825,417                       2,347,625  1.7%

Arkansas 5 13,750,000            1,605,000                          481,500  3.5%

California 64 394,471,827          25,242,234                     7,572,670  1.9%

Colorado 11 121,575,000          6,735,000                       2,020,500  1.7%

Connecticut 3 16,657,027            1,525,000                          457,500  2.7%

Delaware 0 ‐‐ ‐‐ ‐‐ ‐‐

Florida 24 189,134,400          10,456,038                     3,136,811  1.7%

Georgia 14 49,394,503            3,000,000                          900,000  1.8%

Hawaii 0 ‐‐ ‐‐ ‐‐ ‐‐

Idaho  0 ‐‐ ‐‐ ‐‐ ‐‐

Illinois 26 153,816,136          9,708,500                       2,912,550  1.9%

Indiana 9 5,238,790              964,384                             289,315  5.5%

Iowa 3 60,170,000            779,000                             233,700  0.4%

Kansas 3 20,250,000            2,250,000                          675,000  3.3%

Kentucky 7 8,807,125              1,782,000                          534,600  6.1%

Louisiana 21 52,623,404            4,173,300                       1,251,990  2.4%

Maine 1 25,000                    25,000                                   7,500  30.0%

Maryland 8 14,600,000            700,000                             210,000  1.4%

Massachusetts 11 101,690,408          3,120,000                          936,000  0.9%

Michigan 29 137,637,834          12,781,100                     3,834,330  2.8%

Minnesota 5 34,081,232            2,950,000                          885,000  2.6%

Mississippi 12 60,626,576            1,171,767                          351,530  0.6%

Missouri 24 286,100,000          13,465,000                     4,039,500  1.4%

Montana 3 8,750,000              1,962,500                          588,750  6.7%

Nebraska 1 15,000,000            250,000                               75,000  0.5%

Nevada 1 100,000                  25,000                                   7,500  7.5%

New Hampshire 3 11,712,869            245,000                               73,500  0.6%

New Jersey 9 84,950,000            2,436,000                          730,800  0.9%

New Mexico 3 1,957,325              230,000                               69,000  3.5%

New York 26 121,235,000          23,653,750                     7,096,125  5.9%

North Carolina 3 5,850,000              135,000                               40,500  0.7%

North Dakota 2 250,000                  87,500                                 26,250  10.5%

Ohio 11 55,200,900            10,641,000                     3,192,300  5.8%

Oklahoma 3 12,155,000            806,500                             241,950  2.0%

Oregon 4 3,863,487              622,500                             186,750  4.8%

Pennsylvania 32 165,362,865          20,117,971                     6,035,391  3.6%

Rhode Island 2 2,055,000              385,000                             115,500  5.6%

South Carolina 10 36,705,975            1,647,732                          494,320  1.3%

South Dakota 1 1,500,000              125,000                               37,500  2.5%

Tennessee 6 5,609,139              171,639                               51,492  0.9%

Texas 136 555,091,085          39,487,798                  11,846,339  2.1%

Utah 2 1,533,876              152,000                               45,600  3.0%

Vermont 0 ‐‐ ‐‐ ‐‐ ‐‐

Virginia 6 37,530,962            650,000                             195,000  0.5%

Washington  5 13,262,913            420,000                             126,000  1.0%

West Virginia 7 14,537,095            850,000                             255,000  1.8%

Wisconsin 6 59,085,000            7,413,000                       2,223,900  3.8%

Wyoming 1 145,000,000          3,750,000                       1,125,000  0.8%

Canada 9 35,370,660            3,075,000                          922,500  2.6%

TOTALS     642 3,507,355,914       247,411,130       74,223,339          2.1%
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Jamain Antuan Risher
{ l9 Partrldge Lane

Varnvllle, South Garollna 29944
Teh (803) 942.523s

Emall: rachelgrlsher2gg,l 8@gmail.com

April 12, 2022

The Honorable James E. Clyburn
242 Cannon House Office Building
Washingtorr, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Clyburn,

N4y family and I have been residents of your district for generations. ln fact, you knew mygrandfather, Mr' James Risher, who was Mayor of Gifford for 40 years. over rs Vears ago,my sister Stacey and I were teenagers driving around when our GMC Tahoe suddenly veeredoff the road' As it rolled over, the vehicle's faulty roof design and seat belt harness systemcaused us to be ejected from the vehicle, killing my sister stacey and leaving me with severehead and back injuries from which I have never fully recovered. Fortunatelf, my son Jamian
LaNorris, who was with us and three at the time suffered only minor inluries. i,m proud to
say, he'll be a freshman in the University of South Carolina's engineering progr3;y1 starting
this summer, majoring in Mechanical Engineering.

Our lawsuit against GM was primed for settlement when, at the government,s direction, GM
filed for bankruptcy while refusing to assume the claims of the accident victims in the bailout.
words cannot adequately convey the anguish and loss my extended family and I feel daily.
That pain was only compounded by the miserable treatment our own government reserved
for us in the bailout.

we'll never understand how our government could have bought GM without making sure that
accident victims were paid in full. The government paid 560 billion of claims of GM,s corporate
vendors, unions, and senior executives in full in the bailout. But for the accident victims, my
lawyers tell me, total distributions to them was less than 7%of what these claims were projected
to be at the time of the bailout.

My lawyers tell me that there are L0 accident victims from South Carolina (including myself and
my father on behalf of my sister's estate) with "allowed" claims in the GM bankruptcy case, They
further tell me that these L0 accident filed proofs of claim totaling 936,705,975 but their allowed,,
claims in the case were squeezed down to only $t,547,732 as the lawyers representing GM
forced all accident victims into mandatory mediation and threatened to withhold payments
for years if the claimants would not agree to the paltry settlement amounts offered, Still
worse, only around25'30% was paid on that "allowed" amount, which also had to cover
attorney's fees and costs, leaving most accident victims with virtually nothing.
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ln 20L5, a lawsuit was brought against the government for-forcing the successor liability claims

of the GM acciden, u,rr,,n, tJ ue extinguish 
j in viorati'' of Fifth Amendment's Takings clause'

Even thouglr the govertrntent agreed at oral argument that the suit was timely filed' the Federal

circuit court of Appears disnrissed the case, trot"aing that the rawsuit was filed eight days too late'

This resurt nrakes no sense since the case was fired within six years of the date that order went

effective. yet the Federar circuit herd the case shourd have been filed within sixyears of the date

the goverrrr.,.r.nt upto-.j.J,f''. proposed form of sale order to the bankruptcy courl' a datewe

had no reason to know of since we were not p'iuy to those behind-the-scenes legal proceedings'

please know nry fanrily and I are not seeking some windfall; just to be treated fairly' our claims

and those of the otlrer accident victitrrs *"t"-""' the cause of GM's problems' We trusted GM

vehicles would run properly and expecteJ;.'J be made whole by GM if there were product

defects. we never expected to be caught in the middle of a massive government bailout' and

certainly never expected our own government would leave them behind to collect pennies on

The Honorable James E' ClYburn

April 12,2022
Page 2

the dollar

SincerelY,

There are approximately 630 other victims throughout the 50 states who were injured,

disabled, or killed b.;;;; June L, 200g, from defective GM cars' Justice was denied to them

when the federalgovernment bailed out GM in 2009' Congress can right this wrong by passing

the legislation recently introduced by congressman Troy ca.rter of Louisiana' HR 7016' This bill

calls for'Just compeniation" to be paid to""liatnt victims holding "allowed" claims in the GM

bankruptcy. tt compensates them for their loss and puts them more on par with trre s50 billion

inotherallowedclaimsagainstGMthatwerepaidinfullwithoutreductionorcompromiseafter
the government took control of GM in bailout'

Additional background and a short video that details the plight of the GM accident victims and

background to the proposed regisration can be viewed at https://foreottensmbailoutvictims'orA'

Thank you for taking the time to consider our plea'

( W4
Ja n Antuan Risher

cc; Senator Lindsey Graham, 2g0 Russell senate office Building, washington, D.C. 205L0

Senator Tim scott, L04 Hartsenate office Building, washington, D'C' 205L0
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CARIMI LAW FIRM
A Law Corporation

March L0,2Q22

The Honorable Steve Scalise

2049 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Steve,

As an old friend and an attorney practicing in your district, I write to bring to your attention a

very important matter impacting my clients, Kevin Chadwick and his parents James and Judith

Chadwick, and approximately 650 other victims and the families throughout the 50 states who

were injured, disabled, or killed before June 1, 2OOg, from defective General Motors ("GM")

cars. Justice was denied them when the federal government bailed out GM in 2009 but left out

these severely injured accident victims, injured due to defects in their GM cars. Congress can

right this wrong by restoring justice to the Chadwicks and hundreds of other GM victims. We

humbly request your support to advance such a worthy effort'

Kevin was driving his Chevrolet Beretta back to LSU where he was a petroleum engineer in his

senior year. A pickup truck ran a stop sign and crashed into his Beretta. Kevin was paralyzed

from the neck down. The injury was caused by a defective seat belt and a defectively designed

hood latch and hood hinge system that allowed the hood to invade the passenger

compartment and strike Kevin in the head, causing permanent traumatic injury to his brain and

confining him to a wheelchair. Kevin has limited brain function and is basically a quadriplegic'

He is tragically completely aware of his condition and limitations but is trapped in his non-

functioning body. He relies primarily on his now aging parents and the generosity of family and

friends to perform normal activities of daily life. He suffers from constant pain and his care

needs increase with each passing year. With limited financial resources, Kevin is unable to

receive necessary assistance with even the most mundane of tasks such as his personal care

needs. With each passing year, Kevin's needs increase and with no hope in sight, he faces a dark

and uncertain future. Simply put, GM's defective design has devastated his and his parents' life.

l'll never understand how the government could have acquired GM without making sure that

the claims of accident victims were paid in full. The GM accident victims were treated far worse

by the federal government than most of GM's other creditors. ln the GM bailout, the

government agreed to pay 560 billion of claims asserted by Old GM's corporate vendors,

unions, and senior executives in full while it left behind a few hundred million dollars in claims

of accident victims behind. These segregated victims were only paid pennies on the dollar

years down the road from the GM bankruptcy estate.

This forced accident victims like my client to rely entirely on substandard coverage

through medicaid for ongoing medical care. l'm sure I speak for all the accident victims left

behind when I state that these burdens have been horribly overwhelming for them, their

and

(50$ 669.5603
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CARIMI LAW FIRM
ln 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the accident victims'

successor liability claims to be extinguished in the bailout in violation of the Constitution's Fifth

Amendment Takings Clause. Even though the government agreed at oral argument that the suit

was timely filed, the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed dismissal of the case on a motion

to dismiss, holding that the lawsuit was filed a mere eight days too late. This result still doesn't

make sense to me since the case was filed within six years of the date the GM sale closed. Yet

the court held it should have been filed within six years of the date the government uploaded

to the bankruptcy court its proposed order approving the sale, a date we had no reason to

know of since we were not privy to those behind-the-scenes legal proceedings.

please know my clients are not seeking some windfall, they just want to be made whole' The

claims of the accident victims were not the cause of GM's problems. They trusted GM's vehicles

would run properly and that they'd be made whole by CM if there were product defects. They

never expected to be caught in the middle of a massive government bailout, and certainly

never expected our own government would leave them behind to collect pennies on the dollar

on their products liability claims against GM'

once the bailout was over, we hoped the government would make the Chadwicks whole' While

that never happened, that does not mean it cannot happen, To correct the injustice dealt the

accident victims in the bailout, we seek your support for HR 7016 that waives the statute of

limitations defense in the takings case mentioned above and directs the Department of Justice

to settle the claims of the accident victims so that the Chadwicks and other accident victims left

behind in the bailout are justly compensated for their losses.

please show compassion to the GM accident victims and lend your support to the legislation

introduced yesterday by Congressman Troy Carter (HR 7oL6l that directs the federal

government to pay the accident victims the just compensation due them' Your support will

surely help immensely in advancing that legislation through Congress and into law.

Additional background and a short video that details the of plight of people like the Chadwicks

can be viewed at https://forgottengmbailoutvictims.org.

Thank you so very much for taking the time to consider the plight of my clients'

DarrylJ. Ca i,

Attorney for the Chadwicks

Carimi Law Firm, A Law CorPoration

25507 Cardinal Court
Bush, Louisiana 70431
(s04) 669-s603

United States Senator John Kennedy

United States Senator Bill Cassidy
cc
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Joseph Strimber, Esquire 
6317 Park Heights Avenue, Suite 503 

Baltimore, MD  21215 
443‐838‐8486 

Joseph.strimber@gmail.com 

 
April 4, 2022 

 
The Honorable C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger 
2206 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515‐2002 
 
Dear Congressman Ruppersberger, 
 
I represent the estate of Joan A. Vaught, who lived for over 30 years at 505 Old Home Road 
in your district, and want to bring to your attention an important matter impacting her estate 
and approximately 630 other victims throughout the 50 states who were injured, disabled, 
or  killed before  June 1, 2009,  from General Motors  vehicles  that were either defectively 
made or negligently operated by General Motors ("GM") employees. Justice was denied to 
them when the Federal Government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right this wrong by 
restoring justice to my client’s family and the hundreds of other GM accident victims and their 
families.  I  humbly  request  your  support  to  advance  such  a  worthy  effort  and  support  the 
legislation  introduced  by  Congressman  Troy  Carter  of  Louisiana  on March  9,  2022, HR  7016, 
which calls for just compensation to be paid to the accident victims left behind in the GM bailout. 
 
Ms. Vaught was a registered nurse who was involved in a car accident involving a GM vehicle 
before the GM bankruptcy filing. She asserted a claim against GM for her  injuries and has an 
allowed claim in the GM bankruptcy that represents a compromised settlement amount.  On that 
"allowed"  claim,  however,  the  payout  was  only  around  30%  many  years  later  and  this 
amount  also  had  to  cover  the  attorney's  fees  and  costs  associated  with  the  case.  Mrs. 
Vaught, has since passed away, leaving the estate with a void because Mrs. Vaught had to 
pay  for  continuing  treatments on account of her  injuries  that—but  for  the bankruptcy—
would have been covered by GM. 
 
I'll never understand how the government could have acquired GM without making sure that the 
claims  of  accident  victims  were  paid  in  full.  They  were  treated  far  worse  by  the  federal 
government than most of GM's other creditors. In the GM bailout, the government agreed to pay 
$60 billion of claims asserted by Old GM's corporate vendors, unions, and senior executives in 
full while leaving a few hundred million in claims of accident victims behind to paid pennies on 
the dollar years down the road from the GM bankruptcy estate. 
 
In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the successor liability claims 
of the GM accident victims to be extinguished in the bailout in violation of the Constitution's Fifth 
Amendment Takings Clause. Even though the government agreed at oral argument that the suit 

Page 24



 
The Honorable C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger 
April 4, 2022 
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was timely filed, the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed dismissal of the case on a motion 
to dismiss, holding that the lawsuit was filed a mere eight days too late. This result makes no 
sense to me since the case was filed within six years of the date the GM sale closed and of the 
date the order approving the sale went effective. Yet the Federal Circuit held the case should 
have been filed within six years of the date the government uploaded the proposed form of sale 
order to the bankruptcy court, a date we had no reason to know of since we were not privy to 
those behind‐the‐scenes legal proceedings. 
 
Please know my client is not seeking some windfall; just to be made whole and treated fairly. The 
claims  of Ms.  Vaught,  and  those  of  the  other  accident  victims,  were  not  the  cause  of  GM's 
problems. They trusted GM vehicles would run properly and, where owned by GM, would be 
driven safely by their employees and that they'd be made whole by GM where this was not the 
case.  They never expected  to be  caught  in  the middle of  a massive  government bailout,  and 
certainly never expected our own government would leave them behind to collect pennies on 
the dollar on their claims against GM. 

Once the bailout was over, we hoped the government would honor its commitment to make 
victims whole. While that never happened, that does not mean it cannot happen. To correct 
the injustice dealt us in the bailout, I plead for your support of HR 7016 to justly compensate the 
estate of Ms. Vaught  and  the other  accident  victims. We  simply  seek payment  for what was 
rightfully due, just like the $60 billion in other allowed claims that the government authorized to 
be paid in full in the bailout without reduction or compromise. 

Please  show  your  compassion  and  lend  your  support  to HR  7016.  This  legislation  directs  the 
federal government to pay “just compensation” to the estate of Ms. Vaught and the other GM 
accident victims on account of the government’s causing their successor liability claims against 
“New GM” to be extinguished in the bailout. Your support will surely help immensely in advancing 
that legislation through Congress and into law.  
 
Additional background and a short video that details the plight of the GM accident victims can be 
viewed at https://forgottengmbailoutvictims.org.  
 
Thank you so very much for taking the time to consider our plea. 
 
Sincerely, 

Joseph Strimber, Esq. 
Joseph Strimber, Attorney for the Estate of Joan A. Vaught 
 
cc:  Senator Ben Cardin, 509 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 
  Senator Chris Van Hollen, 110 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 
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The Segars Law Firm 
 

 
    Attorneys & Counselors 

~ 26211 Central Park Blvd., Suite 601 Southfield, MI 48076 ~ Office 313.859.5500 | Fax 313.859.5506 | email - segarslaw@hotmail.com ~ 

 
 

April 23, 2022 
 
 
via FedEx (tracking #814758112308) 
The Honorable Brenda L. Lawrence 
2463 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515-2214 
 
    Re: H.R. 7016 - General Motors Bailout Act of 2022 
 
Dear Congresswoman Lawrence, 
 

As a lawyer with an office in your district, I write to bring to your attention an important matter 
impacting two decedent estates I represent regarding fatal injuries sustained as a result of a defective GM 
vehicle; specifically, the Estate of Eloise Jack (“the Jack Estate”) and the Estate of Cherral Horton (“the 
Horton Estate”).  I might add that Arthur V. Jack, Jr., a Ford Motor Co. engineer and Eloise Jack’s son, is 
the Jack Estate’s Personal Representative, and has resided in your hometown, Southfield, Michigan, going 
back to when you were Mayor.  

Eloise Jack and her sister-in-law, Cherral Horton, who were both residents of Congressman Troy 
Carter’s district, were returning to Louisiana from a graduation ceremony at Clark Atlanta University in 
Atlanta, Georgia and sitting in the middle row of a GM minivan, when their vehicle was involved in a rollover 
accident. The other occupants of their vehicle sustained no significant injuries, but the defectively designed seat 
belts worn by Mrs. Jack and Ms. Horton in the middle row seats virtually severed them in half upon impact and 
they both died within days of the accident, leaving stunned family members behind. Words cannot adequately 
convey the anguish and loss felt daily by their families since the day of the accident. That pain was only 
compounded by the miserable treatment the government reserved for them in the GM bailout.  

Our lawsuits against GM on behalf of the Jack and Horton Estates was primed for settlement when, 
at the government’s direction, GM filed for bankruptcy while refusing to assume the claims of the accident 
victims in the bailout. We'll never understand how the government could have acquired GM without making 
sure that the claims of accident victims were paid in full. The government agreed to pay $60 billion of claims of 
GM's corporate vendors, unions, and senior executives in full in the bailout. By comparison, the aggregate 
claims of the accident victims were projected at only $936 million at the time of the sale. Total distributions to 
these claimants from the bankruptcy, however, were only approximately $74 million, or 7.1% of the projected 
claims of accident victims.  

Notably, there are 29 accident victims from Michigan with “allowed” claims in the GM bankruptcy 
case. These 29  victims filed proofs of claim totaling $137,637,834. The aggregate “allowed” claims of these 29 
victims, however, were squeezed down to only $12,781,100 as the lawyers representing GM forced all 
accident victims into mandatory mediation and threatened to withhold payments for years if the claimants 
would not agree to the paltry settlement amounts offered. Still worse, only around 30% (or $3,834,330) 
was paid on those “allowed” amounts, which also had to cover attorney's fees and costs.  

To justify the government’s callous disregard of the accident victims’ rights, the government’s so-called 
“Auto Team” claimed their decision was justified because “we owed a fiduciary duty to taxpayers.” The 
injustice heaped on the accident victims by the government in the GM bailout, therefore, was rooted in the Auto 
Team’s misplaced sense of duty. Their duty was first and foremost to the Constitution. Instead, they analogized 
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their Constitutional duty to the duty a corporate director owes a company’s shareholders. Even worse, to make 
sure the claims of the accident victims would not be forced upon them by the bankruptcy court, the Auto Team 
told the bankruptcy court at the sale hearing that even though the claims of the accident victims represented only 
one percent of the bailout’s entire imputed value, the government would abandon the bailout and declare its 
financing of GM in default, thereby forcing GM into liquidation, if the accident victims’ successor liability claims 
were not extinguished in the final sale order. Not surprisingly, the bankruptcy court conceded the point, stating 
in its written opinion that “[it] declines to take that gamble.” 

In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the successor liability claims of the 
GM accident victims to be extinguished in violation of Fifth Amendment’s Takings Clause. Even though the 
government agreed at oral argument that the suit was timely filed, the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals 
dismissed the case, holding that the lawsuit was filed eight days too late. This result makes no sense since the 
case was filed within six years of the date that order went effective. Yet the Federal Circuit held the case should 
have been filed within six years of the date the government uploaded the proposed form of sale order to the 
bankruptcy court, a date we had no reason to know of since we were not privy to those behind-the-scenes legal 
proceedings. 

Please know my clients are not seeking some windfall; just to be treated fairly. Their claims and those of 
the other accident victims were not the cause of GM's problems. They trusted GM vehicles would run properly 
and that they'd be made whole by GM if there were product defects. They never expected to be caught in the 
middle of a massive government bailout, and certainly never expected our own government would leave them 
behind to collect pennies on the dollar. 

There are approximately 630 other victims throughout the 50 states who were injured, disabled, or 
killed before June 1, 2009, from defective GM cars. Justice was denied to them when the Federal 
Government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right this wrong by passing the legislation recently 
introduced by Congressman Troy Carter of Louisiana, H.R. 7016. This bill calls for “just compensation” to be 
paid to accident victims holding “allowed” claims in the GM bankruptcy. It compensates them for their loss and 
puts them more on par with the $60 billion in other allowed claims against GM that were paid in full without 
reduction or compromise after the government took control of GM in bailout. 

Thank you very much for taking the time to consider our plea.  As always, should you have any 
questions or comments, please feel free to contact me, and I remain. . .  

 
Very truly yours, 

 

Darryl K. Segars 
Darryl K. Segars 

Attorney for the Estates of Eloise Jack and Cherral Horton 
 
 

cc: Senator Debbie Stabenow, 731 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510 
 Senator Gary C. Peters, 724 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510 
 Congressman Troy Carter, 506 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515 

Jacqueline Elliott (via email only jacqueline.elliott@mail.house.gov) 
Arthur V. Jack, Jr., Personal Representative for the Jack Estate (via email only) 
Heather Horton, Esq., Co-Personal Representative for the Horton Estate (via email only) 
Holli Horton Hampton, Co-Personal Representative for the Horton Estate (via email only) 
 

DKS/bt 
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Karen F. McTavish 
8298 Layton Court 

Frederick, Maryland 21704 
Tel: (202) 494-5267 

Email: McTavishKF@gmail.com 
 

 
 

March 30, 2022 
 
The Honorable David Trone 
1110 Longworth Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Trone, 
 
As a resident of your district, I write to bring to your attention to an important matter impacting 
me and approximately 650 other victims and their families throughout the 50 states who were 
injured,  disabled,  or  killed  before  June  1,  2009,  from  defective General Motors  (“GM”)  cars. 
Justice was denied to us when the Federal Government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right 
this wrong by restoring justice to us and hundreds of other GM accident victims. I humbly request 
your  support  to  advance  such  a  worthy  effort  and  support  the  legislation  introduced  by 
Congressman  Troy  Carter  of  Louisiana  on  March  9,  2022,  HR  7016,  which  calls  for  just 
compensation to be paid to the accident victims left behind in the GM bailout.  
 
In 2008, my father was rear‐ended at a stop sign by a driver. As a result of a defective seat and 
seat belt design, my father died in the crash. The $10,000,000 wrongful death claims filed by 
on behalf of my father’s estate was squeezed down to $500,000 as the lawyers representing 
GM forced us into mediation and threatened to withhold payments for years if we would 
not agree to this settlement amount. On this "allowed" claim, the payout was only around 
30%, which also had to cover the attorney's fees and costs associated with the case. Words 
cannot adequately convey the anguish and loss felt daily by me and the other members of 
my family since the day of the accident. 
 
I'll never understand how the government could have acquired GM without making sure that the 
claims  of  accident  victims  were  paid  in  full.  They  were  treated  far  worse  by  the  federal 
government than most of GM's other creditors. In the GM bailout, the government agreed to pay 
$60 billion of claims asserted by Old GM's corporate vendors, unions, and senior executives in 
full while leaving a few hundred million in claims of accident victims behind to paid pennies on 
the dollar years down the road from the GM bankruptcy estate. 
 
In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the successor liability claims 
of the GM accident victims to be extinguished in the bailout in violation of the Constitution's Fifth 
Amendment Takings Clause. Even though the government agreed at oral argument that the suit 
was timely filed, the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed dismissal of the case on a motion 
to dismiss, holding that the lawsuit was filed a mere eight days too late. This result makes no 
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Laura Steinaway
160{3 Pear Drive

Biloxio Mississippi 39532
Tell (228) 806-2662

Email: kaseruices2@gmail.com

March 31,2022

The Honorable Steven Palazzo

2349 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dea r Congressman P alazzo,

As a resident of your district, I write to bringto your attention to an important matter impacting
me and approximately 650 other victims and their families throughout the 50 states who were
injured, disabled, or killed before June 1, 2009, from defective General Motors ("GM") cars.

Justice was denied to us when the Federal Government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right
this wrong by restoring justice to us and hundreds of other GM accident victims. I humbly request
your support to advance such a worthy effort and support the legislation introduced by

Congressman Troy Carter of Louisiana on March 9, 2022, HR 7016, which calls for just
compensation to be paid to the accident victims left behind in the GM bailout.

A defective airbag in my GM vehicle exploded, rendering me unconscious. They found my car in
a ditch. I suffered a ripped aortic valve from the explosion. The valve now needs to be replaced
and l'm reliant on my own resources to cover surgical and rehabilitation needs.

ln the GM bailout, the government agreed to pay 560 billion of claims asserted by Old GM's
corporate vendors, unions, and senior executives in full while leaving a few hundred million in
claims of accident victims like me behind to be paid pennies on the dollar years down the road
from the GM bankruptcy estate. l'll never understand how the government could have acquired
GM without making sure that the allowed claims of accident victims were paid in full. We were
treated far worse by the federal government than most of GM's other creditors"

Please know I am not seeking some windfall; just to be fairly compensated for my losses at the
hands of the government in the bailout. The claims of the accident victims were not the cause of
GM's problems. We trusted our new vehicle would run properly. When it didn't, we expected
that we'd be made whole by GM if there were product defects. Like other GM accident victims, I

never expected to be caught in the middle of a massive government bailout, and certainly never
expected our own government would leave the accident victims behind to collect pennies on the
dollar.
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Once the bailout was over, we still hoped the government would honor its commitment to make
victims whole. While that never happened, that does not mean it cannot happen. To correct the
injustice dealt us in the bailout, I plead for your support of HR 7016 to justly compensate me and
the other accident victims for our losses. We simply seek payment for what's rightfully due us,
just like the 560 billion in other allowed claims that the government authorized to be paid in full
in the bailout.

Please show your compassion and lend your support to HR 7016, which directs the federal
government to pay just compensation on our claims against GM that were left behind in the
bailout. Your support will surely help immensely in advancing that legislation through Congress

and into law.

Additional background and a short video that details the plight of the GM accident victims can be
vi ewed at https ://fo reotte n gm b a i lo utvi cti m s. o re.

Thank you so very much for taking the time to consider our plea

Sincerely,

Laura Steinaway

cc: Senator Roger Wicker, 555 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510
Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith,702Harl Senate Office, Washington, D.C. 20510
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April24,2022

Larry A. Nothwehr
9704 Iron Horse Rd.

Wooclbury MN 55129

Pli 651-683-2525
Email : lanothwehr@hotmail'com

'fhe I'lonorable BettY McCollum
2256 Raybum House Office Building
Washington DC 20515

Re: Jnstice for accident victims Ieft behind after General Motors Bankruptcy and Bailout

Dear Congresswoman McCollum,

on March 27,2006,my daughter, Meaghan Nothwehr, who was just fifteen years old at the time, was on

;;p;i,rg-b..u[ t ip with a frIend and licr 
'rutlier. 

The mother who wos driving, lost control of the (-]M

yukon SUV. lt rpun off tt 
" 

highway and rolled over 6 -. 7 times before colliding with great force into an

abutme't. My daughter was a passenger in the rear seat of the vehicle' The seat belt she was wearing did

noi prop"rfy restra]n her, and,'as a rJsult, she was thrown upward into the roof of the vehicle and then

prti"riy eiected trn"rgn tr* side window. As a resuli of this violent trauma she suffered a

complete/displaced injury to her spinal cord atCT -T1, and an extremely violent rotational traumatic

brain iniury. ih* t"n siOe of her faie was totally clegloved, and half of her left ear was tom off'

Meaghan was aidifted via helicopter to a level one fauma center in Memphis, TN where she underwent

emergency slu.gery to r.pair two ieparare fi'actures to her spine. They also sutured the le{t side of her face

back in place. She remained in intensivc care there for nearly six weeks, and was then hansported by

ground ambulance back to IL where we resided at time. she then received continued intensive treatment

It tr/iari*3oy Rehabiiitation Institute in wheaton, IL where she remained a patient for the entire sumrner'

She was finally discharged to home in September'
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Meaghan is consiclered a 'high paraplegic' or tetraplegic, and has no voluntary conilnl of her body below

the lower edge of her sternum. She has no voluntary control of her bowel or bladder, cannot perspire

below this level, and has decreased ability to take a deep breath due to parl;ial enervation of the muscles

that control her diaphragnr. She takes over fifteen medications on a daily basis to compensate for this

lack of voluntary function below her injury site. She receives a botox injection every six months to her

bladder in order to control spasticity and associated urinary incontinence.

Most recently, this past August ,2021,Meaghan underwent very high risk surgery on her spinal cord, just

below the brain stem, to reduce a syrinx or cyst that had developed althe C2 - C3 level. Approximately'

3% of individuals who suffer a complete spinal cord injury have cysts like this later develop even years

after the original spinal cord injury. If this syrinx or cyst had not been diagnosed in a timely matter, and

had we not been so very fortunate to have her undergo surgery by a nationally renowned neurosurgeon

who, luckily, practices here at Abbott Northwestern Hospital, she may well have lost neurological

fi:nction at thii higher level. This would have cost her her ability to breath on her own, and likely her

ability to hear anilspeak, and the use of her upper extremities, Fortunately, this surgery was successful,

and Meaghan maintains her cunent impaired baseline of function'

Orir product liability case against General Motors was primed for settlement when, at the govetnment's

direclion, GM filed for bankruptcy. They had the option, at the time of the bailout, provided by the

President's Automobile Task Force, to purchase a liability policy that would have indemnified us as well

as the other many 'victims' irijured by unsafe GM vehicles. Howevel GM refused to purchase such a

liability policy, and thereby refused to assume the claims of the various accident victims in the bailout.

We wiil never unclerstand how the government could have acquired GM without making sure that the

claims of the accident victims were paid in full, or that they could at least have continued to have access

to the courts to litigate their procluct liability cases in order that their damages could have been

established by ajury or trier offact'

The government agreed to pay $60 Billion of claims of GM's cotporate vendors, unions, and senior

executives in full by the bailout. By comparison, the aggregate claims of the accident victims were

projected at only $936 Million at the time of the sale. Total distributions to these olaimants fi'om the

Lanhuptcy, however, were only approxirnately $7a Million, or 7.1%;o of the projected claims of the

various accident victims.

My lawyers tell me that there are five.accident victims who now reside in Minnesota with o'allowed"

claims in the GM bankruptcy case. These pelsons filed proofs of claim with an aggregated total of
$34,081,232. The "allowed" amount of these claims in these cases, however, were squeezed down to

olly $2,950,000 as the lawyers representing GM forced all accident victims into mandatory mediation

a1d threatened to withhold payments for years if the clairnants would not agree to the paltry settlement

amounts offered. Still worse, only around 30Yo, or approximately $885,000 total, was paid on these

allowed amounts. After deducting attorneys fees and expert witness fees incurued during the preparation

of Meaghan's case, we were left with virtually nothing'
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Please know we are not seeking some windfall. Meaghan's claims, and those of the other accident

victims were not the cause of GM's financial problems. We trusted GM vehicles would run properly, and

expected we would be made whole by if GM if there were provable product defects. We never expected

to be caught in the middle of a massive government bailout, and certainly never expected the govemment

would leave us behind to collect pennies on the dollar.

There are approximately 630 other victims throughout the 50 States who were injured, disabled, or kilied
before June 1, 2009 from defective GM cars. Justice was denied to them when the federai government

bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right this wrong by passing the legislation recently inhoduced by
Congressman Troy Carter of Louisiana, HR 7016. This bill calls for 'Just compensation" to be paid to the

accident victims holding "allowed" claims in the GM bankruptcy. It compensates them for their loss and

puts them more on par with the $60 billion in oiher allowed claims against GM that were paid in full
without reduction or compromise after the government took control of GM in the bailout.

Thank you very much for taking time to consider my plea.

Sinoerely,

Larcy , Father of Meaghan Nothwelu

CC: SenatorAmy Klobuchax,425 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510

Senator Tina Smith, 720ll,axt Senate OfIice Building, Washington, DC 20510

srj48
Typewritten Text

srj48
Typewritten Text
Page 42



Page 43



Page 44



Page 45



Page 46



Page 47



Page 48



Larry A. Brietzke 
9286 Crow Lane 

Adkins, Texas 78101 
Tel: (210) 844-1607 

Email: LarryABrietzke@gmail.com 

 

 
 

April 15, 2022 
 

The Honorable Henry Cuellar 
2372 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Cuellar, 
 
I am a resident of your district. My wife, my daughter, my son, and I were traveling back from 
a vacation in California when the General Motors SUV in which we our car skidded off the 
highway and rolled over. The well‐documented defective roof design of the vehicle caused 
it to collapse, ejecting my wife and son from the vehicle during the rollover. My wife died as 
a result of the accident. I was declared dead at the scene, but miraculously survived, though 
with permanent severe neck, spine, and brain injuries. Words cannot adequately convey the 
pain and anguish my family and  I  feel daily. The miserable treatment of my claim by our 
government  in  the  GM  bailout  only  compounded  our  anguish  and  greatly  limited  my 
treatment and rehabilitation options. 
 
We'll never understand how our government could have bought GM without making sure that 
accident victims were paid in full. The government paid $60 billion of claims of GM's corporate 
vendors, unions,  and  senior executives  in  full  in  the bailout. But  for  the accident  victims, my 
lawyers tell me, total distributions to them was less than 7% of what these claims were projected 
to be at the time of the bailout.  
 
My lawyers tell me that there are   accident victims from Texas (including me) with “allowed” 
claims  in the GM bankruptcy case. They further tell me that the amounts sought from GM in 
these filed proofs of claim totaled $564,591,085. The “allowed” amount of these claims in the 
case,  however,  were  squeezed  down  to  only  $39,775,298  as  the  lawyers  representing  GM 
forced all accident victims into mandatory mediation and threatened to withhold payments 
for years if the claimants would not agree to the paltry settlement amounts offered. Still 
worse,  only  around  30%  (or  approximately  $11.9  million)  at  most  was  paid  on  those 
“allowed”  amounts,  which  also  had  to  cover  attorney's  fees  and  costs,  leaving  us  with 
virtually nothing. 
 
In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the successor liability claims 
of the GM accident victims to be extinguished in violation of Fifth Amendment’s Takings Clause. 
Even though the government agreed at oral argument that the suit was timely filed, the Federal 
Circuit Court of Appeals dismissed the case, holding that the lawsuit was filed eight days too late. 
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ROBERTSON & WALL670 N Clark St, Chicago,IL60654‐3483 

Telephone (312) 943‐7866                              Fax  (312) 469‐1148 
David H. Robertson, Jr.                          dave@robertsonwall.com 

 
 
April 26, 2022 
 
The Honorable Mike Quigley 
2458 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Quigley, 
 
I write to bring to your attention to an important matter 
involving my client, Tammy M. Cichy. Tammy is a 47-year old 
resident of River Grove in your Fifth Congressional District. 
I have known, represented, and worked with Tammy and members 
of her family for many years. On March 19, 2009, Tammy was 
injured, when driving on I-90, The Kennedy Expressway in 
Chicago. An axle of her General Motors car broke, sending her 
car spinning across the highway, where it crashed into the 
concrete retaining wall. She suffered multiple serious 
injuries, including compression fractures to four vertebra in 
her spine and a condition which led to tissue necrosis in her 
left hip. She developed cervical radiculopathy, post-traumatic 
depression and incontinence. Tammy continues to experience pain 
and limitations in her activities on a daily basis. She recently 
underwent facet epidural injections into her spine. The 
neurosurgeon is evaluating her for spinal fusion. Tammy and her 
family continue to experience pain, anguish, and other losses. 
But then, Tammy’s pain and anguish then were compounded by the 
contemptible treatment the government accorded to victims of 
GM’s negligence through the bankruptcy bailout process.  
  
Tammy’s case against GM was approved for settlement when, at 
the government’s direction, GM filed for bankruptcy. GM and its 
insurers refused to assume the claims of the many accident 
victims. It is difficult to understand how the government could 
acquire GM without providing that the claims of accident victims 
would be paid in full. The government agreed to pay $60 billion 
to satisfy the claims of GM's corporate vendors, unions, and the 
senior executives whose conduct led to GM’s failure. By comparison, 
the aggregate claims of the accident victims, GM’s own customers, 
were projected at only $936 million at the time of the sale. Total 
distributions to these claimants from the bankruptcy, however, 
were only approximately $74 million, or 7.1% of the projected 
claims of accident victims.  
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Notably, there were 26 accident victims in Illinois with “allowed” 
claims in the GM bankruptcy case. These 26 victims filed proofs of 
claim totaling $153,816,136. The aggregate “allowed” claims of 
these 26 victims, however, were squeezed down to only $9,708,500 
as GM’s lawyers forced all accident victims into mandatory 
mediation and threatened to withhold payments for years if the 
claimants would not agree to accept the paltry settlement. 
Still worse, only around 30% (or approximately $2.9 million) at 
most was paid on those “allowed” amounts, which also had to 
cover attorney's fees and costs. Tammy received less than $7,500 
in GM stock as “compensation”. 

To justify the government’s callous disregard of the many accident 
victims’ rights, the government’s so-called “Auto Team” justified 
their decision, because “we owed a fiduciary duty to taxpayers.” 
The injustice heaped on the accident victims by the government in 
the GM bailout, therefore, was rooted in the Auto Team’s misplaced 
sense of duty. Their duty was first and foremost to the 
Constitution. Instead they analogized their Constitutional duty to 
the duty a corporate director owes a company’s shareholders. Even 
worse, to make sure the claims of the accident victims would not 
be forced upon them by the bankruptcy court, the Auto Team told 
the bankruptcy court at the sale hearing that even though the 
claims of the accident victims represented only one percent of the 
bailout’s entire imputed value, the government would abandon the 
bailout and declare its financing of GM in default, thereby forcing 
GM into liquidate, if the accident victims’ successor liability 
claims were not extinguished in the final sale order. Not 
surprisingly, the bankruptcy court conceded the point, stating in 
its written opinion that “[it] declines to take that gamble.” The 
human cost clearly was ignored by GM’s lawyers and the court. 

In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing 
the successor liability claims of the GM accident victims to be 
extinguished, as a violation of the Fifth Amendment’s Takings 
Clause. Even though the government agreed at oral argument that 
the suit was timely filed, the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals 
dismissed the case, holding that the lawsuit was filed eight days 
too late. This result makes no sense since the case was filed 
within six years of the date that the order became effective. Yet 
the Federal Circuit held the case should have been filed within 
six years of the date the government uploaded the proposed form 
of sale order to the bankruptcy court, a date claimants had no 
reason to know of, as they were not privy to those behind-the-
scenes legal proceedings. 
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Please know we do not seek some undue windfall for Tammy. She 
already has suffered for 13 years. Her claims and those of the 
other accident victims were not the cause of GM's problems. They 
trusted GM vehicles were built properly and that they would be 
made whole by GM in cases of product defects. They never expected 
to be caught in the middle of a massive government bailout, and 
certainly never expected that their own government would force 
them to collect pennies on the dollar. 

There are at least 630 other victims throughout the 50 states 
who were injured, disabled, or killed before June 1, 2009, due 
to defective GM cars. Justice was denied to them in 2009, when 
the federal government bailed out GM and its management. Congress 
can correct this injustice by enacting the legislation recently 
introduced by Congressman Troy Carter of Louisiana, HR 7016. His 
bill calls for “just compensation” to be paid to accident victims 
holding “allowed” claims in the GM bankruptcy. It seeks 
compensation for their loss and puts them more on par with the $60 
billion in other allowed economic claims against GM that were paid 
in full without reduction or compromise after the government took 
control of GM. Parties with power and influence were paid, GM’s 
customers and victims were not. 

Thank you very much for taking the time to consider our plea. Tammy 
hopes you will pursue this legislation on behalf of herself and 
the many other victims of GM. Feel free to contact the undersigned 
should you have questions. 

 
Sincerely yours, 
 
ROBERTSON & WALL 
 

David H. Robertson, Jr.  
   
David H. Robertson, Jr. 
 
 
cc: Senator Richard Durbin, 711 Hart Senate Office Building,         

Washington, D.C. 20510 
 Senator Tammy Duckworth, 524 Hart Senate Office 

Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 
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DOWNS, McDONOUGH, COWAN & FOLEY, LLC 
David L. Downs, Esq.     2051 Main Ave.       James “Jamie” McDonough, Esq. 

Of Counsel      Durango, CO 81301  James@swcolaw.com

Licensed in Colorado     (970) 247-8020   Licensed in Colorado and Texas

 Fax: (970) 247-8877 

 www.swcolaw.com 

Chris Cowan, Esq.  Meg Foley, Esq. 
Chris@swcolaw.com  Meg@swcolaw.com 

Licensed in Colorado and Texas  Licensed in Colorado and New Mexico 

April 25, 2022 

The Honorable Ann Kirkpatrick 

309 Cannon House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

RE: HR 7016 -- General Motors Bankruptcy 

Dear Congresswoman Kirkpatrick: 

My clients are residents of your district and I write to bring to your attention to an important matter 

impacting the Chaira and Gastelum families. Abigay Chaira was driving her brother Brandon and 

their friend Eva Gastelum in a General Motor’s Chevy pickup truck in July 2006. The vehicle veered 

off the highway and -- because GM omitted an elementary stability control system -- overturned and 

rolled over. Abigay and Eva died in the crash, and Brandon was severely injured.  Words cannot 

adequately convey the pain, anguish, and loss the Chaira and Gastelum families feel daily as a result 

of this tragic accident. The miserable treatment of their claims by our government in the GM bailout 

only compounded their anguish and has significantly limited Brandon’s treatment, care, and 

rehabilitation options. That pain was only compounded by the miserable treatment the federal 

government reserved for him in the bailout.   

Their cases against GM were primed for settlement when, at the government’s direction, GM filed 

for bankruptcy while refusing to assume the claims of the accident victims in the bailout. We'll never 

understand how the government could have acquired GM without making sure that the claims of 

accident victims were paid in full. The government agreed to pay $60 billion of claims of GM's 

corporate vendors, unions, and senior executives in full in the bailout. By comparison, the aggregate 

claims of the accident victims were projected at only $936 million at the time of the sale. Total 

distributions to these claimants from the bankruptcy, however, were only approximately $74 million, 

or 7.1% of the projected claims of accident victims.  

Notably, there are  accident victims from  with “allowed” claims in the GM bankruptcy 

case. Proofs of claim were filed on behalf of these 3  accident victims in the amount of $135,237,500 
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The Honorable Ann Kirkpatrick 

April 25, 2022 

Page 2 of 3 

in the aggregate. The aggregate “allowed” claims, however, were squeezed down to only $7,825,417 

as the lawyers representing GM forced all accident victims into mandatory mediation and threatened 

to withhold payments for years if the claimants would not agree to the paltry settlement amounts 

offered. Still worse, only around 30% (or approximately $2,347,625) at most was paid on those 

“allowed” amounts, which also had to cover attorney's fees and costs.  

To justify the government’s callous disregard of the accident victims rights, the government’s so-

called “Auto Team” claimed their decision was justified because “we owed a fiduciary duty to 

taxpayers.” The injustice heaped on the accident victims by the government in the GM bailout, 

therefore, was rooted in the Auto Team’s misplaced sense of duty. Their duty was first and foremost 

to the Constitution. Instead, they analogized their Constitutional duty to the duty a corporate director 

owes a company’s shareholders. Even worse, to make sure the claims of the accident victims would 

not be forced upon them by the bankruptcy court, the Auto Team told the bankruptcy court at the sale 

hearing that even though the claims of the accident victims represented only one percent of the 

bailout’s entire imputed value, the government would abandon the bailout and declare its financing 

of GM in default, thereby forcing GM into liquidate, if the accident victims’ successor liability claims 

were not extinguished in the final sale order. Not surprisingly, the bankruptcy court conceded the 

point, stating in its written opinion that “[it] declines to take that gamble.” 

In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the successor liability claims of 

the GM accident victims to be extinguished in violation of Fifth Amendment’s Takings Clause. Even 

though the government agreed at oral argument that the suit was timely filed, the Federal Circuit Court 

of Appeals dismissed the case, holding that the lawsuit was filed eight days too late. This result makes 

no sense since the case was filed within six years of the date that order went effective. Yet the Federal 

Circuit held the case should have been filed within six years of the date the government uploaded the 

proposed form of sale order to the bankruptcy court, a date we had no reason to know of since we 

were not privy to those behind-the-scenes legal proceedings. 

Please know we are not seeking some windfall on behalf of our clients. Their claims, and those of the 

other accident victims, were not the cause of GM's problems. They trusted GM vehicles would 

perform properly and that they'd be made whole by GM if there were product defects. They never 

expected to be caught in the middle of a massive government bailout, and certainly never expected 

our own government would leave them behind to collect pennies on the dollar. 

There are approximately 630 other victims throughout the 50 states who were injured, disabled, or 

killed before June 1, 2009, from defective GM cars. Justice was denied to them when the federal 

government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right this wrong by passing the legislation recently 

introduced by Congressman Troy Carter of Louisiana, HR 7016. This bill calls for “just 

compensation” to be paid to accident victims holding “allowed” claims in the GM bankruptcy. It 
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compensates them for their loss and puts them more on par with the $60 billion in other allowed 

claims against GM that were paid in full without reduction or compromise after the government took 

control of GM in bailout. 

 

Thank you very much for taking the time to consider our plea. 

   

     Very truly yours, 

   

     DOWNS, MCDONOUGH, COWAN & FOLEY, LLC 

  

     Chris Cowan 
 

     Chris Cowan 

 

cc: Senator Kyrsten Sinema, 317 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 

 Senator Mark Kelly, 516 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington D.C., 20510 
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Maria Mercado
2O4 N. 6th Street

Patterson, Galifornia 95363
Teh (2O9) 6O5-sO65

Email: { MercadoMari@gmail,com

April 18,2022

The Honorable Josh Harder
709 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Congressman Harder,

My family and I are residents of your district. I was a 2Oyear old college student driving with
my friend when the General Motors SUV in which we were driving car skidded off the
highway and rolled over. The well-documented defective roof design of the vehicle caused
it to collapse, ejecting us all from the vehicle during the rollover. As a result, my spine was
broken and I have no feeling below my chest. I require round-the-clock care. Words cannot
adequately convey the pain and anguish my family and I feel daily. The miserable treatment
of my claim by our government in the GM bailout only compounded our anguish and greatly
limited my treatment and rehabilitation options as I am wholly reliant on Medicare.

l'll never understand how our government could have bought GM without making sure that
accident victims were paid in full. The government paid 560 billion of claims of GM's corporate
vendors, unions, and senior executives in full in the bailout. But for the accident victims, my
lawyers tell me, total distributions to them was less thanT% of what these claims were projected
to be at the time of the bailout.

My lawyers tell me that there are 64 accident victims from California (including me) with
"allowed" claims in the GM bankruptcy case. They further tell me that the amounts sought from
GM in these filed proofs of claim totaled 5394,471,827 .The aggregate "allowed" claims of these
64 victims, however, were squeezed down to only 525,242,234 as the lawyers representing GM
forced all accident victims into mandatory mediation and threatened to withhold payments
for years if the claimants would not agree to the paltry settlement amounts offered. Still
worse, only around 30% (or approximately 511.9 million) at most was paid on those
"allowed" amounts, which also had to cover attorney's fees and costs, leaving us with
virtually nothing.

ln 20L5, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the successor liability claims
of the GM accident victims to be extinguished in violation of Fifth Amendment's Takings Clause.

Even though the government agreed at oral argument that the suit was timely filed, the Federal
Circuit Court of Appeals dismissed the case, holding that the lawsuit was filed eight days too late.
This result makes no sense since the case was filed within six years of the date that order went
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effective. Yet the Federal Circuit held the case should have been filed within six years of the date

the government uploaded the proposed form of sale order to the bankruptcy court, a date we

had no reason to know of since we were not privy to those behind-the-scenes legal proceedings.

Please know I are not seeking some windfall; just to be treated fairly. My claims, and those of the

other accident victims, were not the cause of GM's problems. We trusted GM vehicles would run

properly and expected we'd be made whole by GM if there were product defects. We never

expected to be caught in the middle of a massive government bailout, and certainly never

expected our own government would leave the accident victims behind to collect pennies on the

dollar.

There are approximately 630 other victims throughout the 50 states who were injured,
disabled, or killed before June 1, 2009, from defective GM cars. Justice was denied to them

when the federal government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right this wrong by passing

the legislation recently introduced by Congressman Troy Carter of Louisiana, HR 7016. This bill

calls for 'Just compensation" to be paid to accident victims holding "allowed" claims in the GM

bankruptcy. lt compensates us for our loss and puts us more on par with the 560 billion in other

allowed claims against GM that were paid in full without reduction or compromise after the
government took control of GM in bailout.

Additional background and a short video that details the plight of the GM accident victims and

background to the proposed legislation can be viewed at https://forgottengmbailoutvictims.org.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my plea

';i[ /1-^r"A,ru
aru-a-

Maria Mercado

Senator Diane Feinstein, 331- Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510

Senator Alex Padilla, tL2Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 205tO
cc
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Hay & Knight
PERSONAL INJURY I MALPRACTICE I PRODUCT LIABILITY

April 22, 2022

The Honorable Harold Rogers

2406 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Rogers,

I write to bring to your attention to an important matter impacting my firm's client, Donna

Bunch, a resident of your district [whose husband was involved in a two vehicle accident

nearly 15 years ago. Due to a defective gas tank, the vehicle caught fire and burned, resulting

in the death of Mr. Bunch. He was survived by a 10 year old son.

Words cannot adequately convey the pain, anguish, and loss felt daily by the Bunch family.

That pain and anguish was only compounded by the miserable treatment the government

reserved for them in the bailout.

Our lawsuit against GM on behalf of my client was primed for settlement when, at the

government's direction, GM filed for bankruptcy while refusing to assume the claims of the

accident victims in the bailout. We'll never understand how the government could have

acquired GM without making sure that the claims of accident victims were paid in full. The

government agreed to pay $60 billion of claims of GM's corporate vendors, unions, and senior

executives in full in the bailout. By comparison, the aggregate claims of the accident victims were

projected at only $936 million at the time of the sale. Total distributions to these claimants from

the bankruptcy, however, were only approximately $74 million, or 7.1% of the projected claims

of accident victims.

Notably, there are 7 accident victims from Kentucky with "allowed" claims in the GM bankruptcy

case. Three of these victims, including Ms. Bunch, reside in your district. These 7 victims in

Kentucky filed proofs of claim totaling $8,807,125. The aggregate "allowed" claims of these 7

victims, however, were squeezed down to only $1,782,000 as the lawyers representing GM

forced all accident victims into mandatory mediation and threatened to withhold payments

for years if the claimants would not agree to the paltry settlement amounts offered. Still

worse, only around 30% (or approximately $500,000) at most was paid on those "allowed"

amounts, which also had to cover attorney's fees and costs.

richardCcOhayandknight.com • www.hayandknight.com • sarah@hayandknight.com

203 WEST COLUMBIA ST. | PO BOX 1124 | SOMERSET, KY 42502-1124

T. (606) 679-2214 | F. (606) 678-4696 Page 73
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To justify the government's callous disregard of the accident victims rights, the government's so-

called "Auto Team" claimed their decision was justified because "we owed a fiduciary duty to

taxpayers." The injustice heaped on the accident victims by the government in the GM bailout,

therefore, was rooted in the Auto Team's misplaced sense of duty. Their duty was first and

foremost to the Constitution. Instead they analogized their Constitutional duty to the duty a

corporate director owes a company's shareholders. Even worse, to make sure the claims of the

accident victims would not be forced upon them by the bankruptcy court, the Auto Team told

the bankruptcy court at the sale hearing that even though the claims of the accident victims

represented only one percent of the bailout's entire imputed value, the government would abandon

the bailout and declare its financing ofGM in default, thereby forcing GM into liquidate, if the

accident victims' successor liability claims were not extinguished in the final sale order. Not

surprisingly, the bankruptcy court conceded the point, stating in its written opinion that "[it]

declines to take that gamble."

In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the successor liability claims

of the GM accident victims to be extinguished in violation of Fifth Amendment's Takings Clause.

Even though the government agreed at oral argument that the suit was timely filed, the Federal

Circuit Court of Appeals dismissed the case, holding that the lawsuit was filed eight days too late.

This result makes no sense since the case was filed within six years of the date that order went

effective. Yet the Federal Circuit held the case should have been filed within six years of the date

the government uploaded the proposed form of sale order to the bankruptcy court, a date we

had no reason to know of since we were not privy to those behind-the-scenes legal proceedings.

Please know my client is not seeking some windfall; just to be treated fairly. Her claims and those

of the other accident victims were not the cause of GM's problems. They trusted GM vehicles

would run properly and that they'd be made whole by GM if there were product defects. They

never expected to be caught in the middle of a massive government bailout, and certainly never

expected our own government would leave them behind to collect pennies on the dollar.

There are approximately 630 other victims throughout the 50 states who were injured,

disabled, or killed before June 1, 2009, from defective GM cars. Justice was denied to them

when the federal government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right this wrong by passing

the legislation recently introduced by Congressman Troy Carter of Louisiana, HR_7Qj_6. This bill

calls for "just compensation" to be paid to accident victims holding "allowed" claims in the GM

bankruptcy. It compensates them for their loss and puts them more on par with the $60 billion

in other allowed claims against GM that were paid in full without reduction or compromise after

the government took control of GM in bailout.

richard@hayandknight.com ° www.hayandknight.com • sarah@hayandknight.com

203 WEST COLUMBIA ST. I PO BOX 1124 | SOMERSET, KY 42502-1124

T. (606) 679-2214 | F. (606) 678-4696 Page 74
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Thank you very much for taking the time to consider our plea.

Sincerely,

Richard Hay, Attorney for Donna Bunch

ec: Senator Mitch McConnell, 317 Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C.20510

Senator Rand Paul, 167 Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510

richard-cLihayandknlghLcom ° vvwv\/.hayandknight,com (' sarah@hayandknight.com
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April 25, 2022 
 

The Honorable Andy Harris 
2334 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Harris, 
 
I write to bring to your attention to an important matter impacting my client, Brenda Blackburn, a 
resident of your district. As a result of a defectively installed interior passenger side grab handle in 
her new General Motors pickup truck, the handle broke off as Ms. Blackburn was pulling herself into 
the  vehicle.  As  a  result,  Ms.  Blackburn  wrenched  her  shoulder  and  tore  her  rotator  cuff  and 
associated tendons. After multiple MRIs  it was determined that  the  injury could not be surgically 
repaired. As a result, Ms. Blackburn lives in constant pain. That pain was only compounded by the 
miserable treatment the federal government reserved for her in the bailout.   

Their case against GM was primed for settlement when, at the government’s direction, GM filed for 
bankruptcy while refusing to assume the claims of the accident victims  in the bailout. We'll never 
understand how the government could have acquired GM without making sure that the claims of accident 
victims were paid in full. The government agreed to pay $60 billion of claims of GM's corporate vendors, 
unions, and senior executives in full in the bailout. By comparison, the aggregate claims of the accident 
victims were projected at only $936 million at the time of the sale. Total distributions to these claimants 
from the bankruptcy, however, were only approximately $74 million, or 7.1% of the projected claims of 
accident victims.  

Notably, there are eight accident victims from Maryland with “allowed” claims in the GM bankruptcy case. 
Proofs of claim were filed on behalf of these eight accident victims in the amount of $14,600,000 in the 
aggregate.  The  aggregate  “allowed”  claims,  however,  were  squeezed  down  to  only  $700,000  as  the 
lawyers representing GM forced all accident victims into mandatory mediation and threatened to 
withhold payments  for years  if  the claimants would not agree  to  the paltry  settlement amounts 
offered.  Still  worse,  only  around  30%  (or  approximately  $200,000)  at  most  was  paid  on  those 
“allowed” amounts, which also had to cover attorney's fees and costs.  

To justify the government’s callous disregard of the accident victims’ rights, the government’s so‐called 
“Auto Team” claimed their decision was justified because “we owed a fiduciary duty to taxpayers.” The 
injustice heaped on the accident victims by the government in the GM bailout, therefore, was rooted in 
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the Auto Team’s misplaced sense of duty. Their duty was first and foremost to the Constitution. Instead 
they analogized their Constitutional duty to the duty a corporate director owes a company’s shareholders. 
Even worse,  to make  sure  the  claims  of  the  accident  victims would  not  be  forced  upon  them by  the 
bankruptcy court, the Auto Team told the bankruptcy court at the sale hearing that even though the claims 
of the accident victims represented only one percent of the bailout’s entire imputed value, the government 
would abandon the bailout and declare its financing of GM in default, thereby forcing GM into liquidate, 
if the accident victims’ successor liability claims were not extinguished in the final sale order. Not surprisingly, 
the bankruptcy court conceded  the point,  stating  in  its written opinion  that “[it] declines  to  take  that 
gamble.” 

In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the successor liability claims of the GM 
accident victims  to be extinguished  in violation of Fifth Amendment’s Takings Clause. Even  though  the 
government agreed at oral argument that the suit was timely filed, the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals 
dismissed the case, holding that the lawsuit was filed eight days too late. This result makes no sense since 
the case was filed within six years of the date that order went effective. Yet the Federal Circuit held the 
case should have been filed within six years of the date the government uploaded the proposed form of 
sale order to the bankruptcy court, a date we had no reason to know of since we were not privy to those 
behind‐the‐scenes legal proceedings. 

Please know we are not seeking some windfall on behalf of our client. Her claims and those of the other 
accident victims were not the cause of GM's problems. They trusted GM vehicles would run properly and 
that they'd be made whole by GM if there were product defects. They never expected to be caught in the 
middle of a massive government bailout, and certainly never expected our own government would leave 
them behind to collect pennies on the dollar. 

There are approximately 630 other victims throughout the 50 states who were injured, disabled, or 
killed  before  June  1,  2009,  from  defective  GM  cars.  Justice was  denied  to  them when  the  federal 
government  bailed out GM  in  2009.  Congress  can  right  this wrong by passing  the  legislation  recently 
introduced by Congressman Troy Carter of Louisiana, HR 7016. This bill calls for “just compensation” to be 
paid to accident victims holding “allowed” claims in the GM bankruptcy. It compensates them for their 
loss and puts them more on par with the $60 billion in other allowed claims against GM that were paid in 
full without reduction or compromise after the government took control of GM in bailout. 

Thank you very much for taking the time to consider our plea. 

Sincerely 
 

              Augustus Brown 
 

Augustus Brown 
Attorney for Brenda Blackburn 

 
cc:    Senator Ben Cardin, 509 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 
    Senator Chris Van Hollen, 110 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 
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Charles F. Kayser 
1427 Jackson Avenue 
Hazleton, Iowa 50641 

Tel: (319) 238-1247 
Email: ctkayser@yahoo.com 

 

March 14, 2022 
 
The Honorable Ashley Hinson 
1429 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515‐1501 
 
Dear Congresswoman Hinson, 
 
As a resident of your district, I write to bring to your attention to an important matter impacting 
me and approximately 640 other victims and their families throughout the 50 states who were 
injured,  disabled,  or  killed  before  June  1,  2009,  from  defective General Motors  (“GM”)  cars. 
Justice was denied to us when the federal government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right 
this wrong by restoring justice to us and the hundreds of other GM accident victims. I humbly 
request your support to advance such a worthy effort.  
 
By way of background to my accident,  I was driving my GM pickup track  in 2005 when it was 
sideswiped by a driver who ran a stop signal. The high‐speed impact sheared off the back of my 
truck, causing flaming gas to pour into the cab of the truck because of GM negligently failed to 
install a  flapper value that would cut off gas streams  in the event of an accident.  I had third‐
degree burns from my waist up to the top of my head. They had to pull skin from my legs and 
buttocks multiple times just to cover my head and face. I was in an induced coma for two weeks 
after  the  accident because of  the pain  and extent of  the  injuries.  To date,  I’ve had over  100 
surgeries. Among other things, I lost both my ears, my fingertips, and use of my left hand. Since 
then, we  have  been  reliant  on  our  personal  resources  and Medicaid,  but  these  have  proven 
inadequate  to  provide  meaningful  rehabilitation  therapy  and  treatment.  Words  cannot 
adequately convey the hardships and anguish my family and I face daily in simply attending to 
my basic needs. My recovery  in  the bankruptcy case  from Old GM was only about $225,000, 
which also had to cover my attorney’s fees and costs. 
  
I’ll never understand how the government could have acquired GM without making sure that the 
claims of accident victims were paid in full. We were treated far worse by the federal government 
than most of GM’s other creditors. In the GM bailout, the government agreed to pay $60 billion 
of claims asserted by Old GM’s corporate vendors, unions, and senior executives  in  full while 
leaving a few hundred million in claims of accident victims behind to be paid pennies on the dollar 
years down the road from the GM bankruptcy estate.  
 
In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing my successor liability claims 
and  those  of  other  accident  victims  to  be  extinguished  in  the  bailout  in  violation  of  the 
Constitution's  Fifth  Amendment  Takings  Clause.  Even  though  the  government  agreed  at  oral 
argument  that  the  suit  was  timely  filed,  the  United  States  Federal  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
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Llam 0tileill
Mary Otllelll

6352 Windmlll Lane
Grant Park, llllnols 60940

Emalh Lpduganoo2@yahoo.com

March L7,2A22

The Honorable Robln Kelly
2416 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congresswoman Kelly,

We wrlte to bring to your attention to an important matter impactlng us, resldents of your

district, and approximately 540 other victims and their families throughout the 50 states who
were lnJured, disabled, or killed before June 1, 2009, from defective General Motors ("GM") .

cars. Justice was denied to us when the federal government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress

can right thls wrong by restoring justice to us and the hundreds of other GM accident victims.
We humbly request your support to advance such a worthy effort.

By way of background to our accident, our new GMC Jimmy broke down on the road and was

rear-ended, causing such severe inJury to Mary's legs that they both had to be amputated
above the knee. As of result of these permanent dlsabilities, Mary requires extraordinary care

to enable her to attend to her and our fami!t's needs. To date, we have been reliant on our
personal resources to pay for her continuing care. Words cannot adequately convey the
hardships we face daily in simply attending to Man/s bdsic needs.

We'll never understand how the government could have acquired GM without making sure that
the claims of accident victims were paid in full. We were treated far worse by the federal
government than most of GM's other creditors. ln the GM bailout, the government agreed to
pay $00 billion of claims asserted by Old GM's corporate vendors, unions, and senior executives

in full while leaving a few hundred million in claims of accident victims behind to be paid

pennies on the dollar years down the road from the GM bankruptcy estate.

ln 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing our successor liability clalms

and those of other accident victims to be extinguished in the bailout in vlolation of the
Constitution's Fifth Amendment Takings Clause. Even though the government agreed at oral

argument that the suit was timely flled, the United States Federal Circuit Court of Appeals

affirmed dismlssal of the case on a motion to dismiss, holding that the lawsuit was filed a mere

eight days too late. This result still doesn't make sense to me since the case was filed withln six

years of the date the GM sale closed and our successor liability claims were extinguished. Yet

the court held the complaint should have been filed within six years of the date the government

uploaded to the bankruptcy court its proposed order approving the sale, a date the victims had

no reason to know of since they were not privy to those behind-the-scenes legal proceedings.

Page 13



The Honorable Robin Kelly
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Please know we are not seeking some windfall; we just want to be made whote. The claims of
the accident victims were not the cause of GM's problems. We trusted that a new car
manufactured by GM would run properly and not break down soon after purchase. When it
didn't, we expected that we'd be made whole by GM for product defects and resultant injuries
to people. Like other GM accident victims, we never expected to be caught in the middle of a
massive government bailout, and certainly never expected our own government would leave us
behind to collect pennies on the dollar on our claims.

Once the ballout was over, every GM victim hoped to be made whole by the government.
While that never happened, that does not mean it cannot happen. To correct the injustice dealt
us in the bailout, we plead for your support of legislatlon introduced on March 9, 2022 by
Congressman Troy Carter (H.R. 7016). This bill would waive the statute of limitations defense in
the taklngs case mentioned above and direct the Department of Justice to settle the claims of
the accident victims and justly compensate them for their losses. We simply seek payment for
what's rightfully due us in the GM bankruptcy, Just like the 56O bittion in other allowed claims
that the government authorized to be paid in full in the bailout.

Please show your compassion and lend your support to H.R. 7OL6. Your support will surely help
immensely in advancing that legislatlon through Congress and into law.

Additional background and a short vldeo that details the plight of the accident victims can be
viewed at https;//fqreottgne$bailqutvictims.olg.

Thank you so very much for taking the time to consider our plight.

Sincerely,

Liam O'Neill eill

cc: United States Senator Richard Durbin
United States Senator Tamrny Duckworth
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ROBERTSON & WALL670 N Clark St, Chicago,IL60654‐3483 

Telephone (312) 943‐7866                              Fax  (312) 469‐1148 
David H. Robertson, Jr.                          dave@robertsonwall.com 

 
 
April 26, 2022 
 
The Honorable Mike Quigley 
2458 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Quigley, 
 
I write to bring to your attention to an important matter 
involving my client, Tammy M. Cichy. Tammy is a 47-year old 
resident of River Grove in your Fifth Congressional District. 
I have known, represented, and worked with Tammy and members 
of her family for many years. On March 19, 2009, Tammy was 
injured, when driving on I-90, The Kennedy Expressway in 
Chicago. An axle of her General Motors car broke, sending her 
car spinning across the highway, where it crashed into the 
concrete retaining wall. She suffered multiple serious 
injuries, including compression fractures to four vertebra in 
her spine and a condition which led to tissue necrosis in her 
left hip. She developed cervical radiculopathy, post-traumatic 
depression and incontinence. Tammy continues to experience pain 
and limitations in her activities on a daily basis. She recently 
underwent facet epidural injections into her spine. The 
neurosurgeon is evaluating her for spinal fusion. Tammy and her 
family continue to experience pain, anguish, and other losses. 
But then, Tammy’s pain and anguish then were compounded by the 
contemptible treatment the government accorded to victims of 
GM’s negligence through the bankruptcy bailout process.  
  
Tammy’s case against GM was approved for settlement when, at 
the government’s direction, GM filed for bankruptcy. GM and its 
insurers refused to assume the claims of the many accident 
victims. It is difficult to understand how the government could 
acquire GM without providing that the claims of accident victims 
would be paid in full. The government agreed to pay $60 billion 
to satisfy the claims of GM's corporate vendors, unions, and the 
senior executives whose conduct led to GM’s failure. By comparison, 
the aggregate claims of the accident victims, GM’s own customers, 
were projected at only $936 million at the time of the sale. Total 
distributions to these claimants from the bankruptcy, however, 
were only approximately $74 million, or 7.1% of the projected 
claims of accident victims.  
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The Honorable Mike Quigley 
April 26, 2022 
Page 2 
 
Notably, there were 26 accident victims in Illinois with “allowed” 
claims in the GM bankruptcy case. These 26 victims filed proofs of 
claim totaling $153,816,136. The aggregate “allowed” claims of 
these 26 victims, however, were squeezed down to only $9,708,500 
as GM’s lawyers forced all accident victims into mandatory 
mediation and threatened to withhold payments for years if the 
claimants would not agree to accept the paltry settlement. 
Still worse, only around 30% (or approximately $2.9 million) at 
most was paid on those “allowed” amounts, which also had to 
cover attorney's fees and costs. Tammy received less than $7,500 
in GM stock as “compensation”. 

To justify the government’s callous disregard of the many accident 
victims’ rights, the government’s so-called “Auto Team” justified 
their decision, because “we owed a fiduciary duty to taxpayers.” 
The injustice heaped on the accident victims by the government in 
the GM bailout, therefore, was rooted in the Auto Team’s misplaced 
sense of duty. Their duty was first and foremost to the 
Constitution. Instead they analogized their Constitutional duty to 
the duty a corporate director owes a company’s shareholders. Even 
worse, to make sure the claims of the accident victims would not 
be forced upon them by the bankruptcy court, the Auto Team told 
the bankruptcy court at the sale hearing that even though the 
claims of the accident victims represented only one percent of the 
bailout’s entire imputed value, the government would abandon the 
bailout and declare its financing of GM in default, thereby forcing 
GM into liquidate, if the accident victims’ successor liability 
claims were not extinguished in the final sale order. Not 
surprisingly, the bankruptcy court conceded the point, stating in 
its written opinion that “[it] declines to take that gamble.” The 
human cost clearly was ignored by GM’s lawyers and the court. 

In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing 
the successor liability claims of the GM accident victims to be 
extinguished, as a violation of the Fifth Amendment’s Takings 
Clause. Even though the government agreed at oral argument that 
the suit was timely filed, the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals 
dismissed the case, holding that the lawsuit was filed eight days 
too late. This result makes no sense since the case was filed 
within six years of the date that the order became effective. Yet 
the Federal Circuit held the case should have been filed within 
six years of the date the government uploaded the proposed form 
of sale order to the bankruptcy court, a date claimants had no 
reason to know of, as they were not privy to those behind-the-
scenes legal proceedings. 
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The Honorable Mike Quigley 
April 26, 2022 
Page 3 
 
Please know we do not seek some undue windfall for Tammy. She 
already has suffered for 13 years. Her claims and those of the 
other accident victims were not the cause of GM's problems. They 
trusted GM vehicles were built properly and that they would be 
made whole by GM in cases of product defects. They never expected 
to be caught in the middle of a massive government bailout, and 
certainly never expected that their own government would force 
them to collect pennies on the dollar. 

There are at least 630 other victims throughout the 50 states 
who were injured, disabled, or killed before June 1, 2009, due 
to defective GM cars. Justice was denied to them in 2009, when 
the federal government bailed out GM and its management. Congress 
can correct this injustice by enacting the legislation recently 
introduced by Congressman Troy Carter of Louisiana, HR 7016. His 
bill calls for “just compensation” to be paid to accident victims 
holding “allowed” claims in the GM bankruptcy. It seeks 
compensation for their loss and puts them more on par with the $60 
billion in other allowed economic claims against GM that were paid 
in full without reduction or compromise after the government took 
control of GM. Parties with power and influence were paid, GM’s 
customers and victims were not. 

Thank you very much for taking the time to consider our plea. Tammy 
hopes you will pursue this legislation on behalf of herself and 
the many other victims of GM. Feel free to contact the undersigned 
should you have questions. 

 
Sincerely yours, 
 
ROBERTSON & WALL 
 

David H. Robertson, Jr.  
   
David H. Robertson, Jr. 
 
 
cc: Senator Richard Durbin, 711 Hart Senate Office Building,         

Washington, D.C. 20510 
 Senator Tammy Duckworth, 524 Hart Senate Office 

Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 
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Hay & Knight
PERSONAL INJURY I MALPRACTICE I PRODUCT LIABILITY

April 22, 2022

The Honorable Harold Rogers

2406 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Rogers,

I write to bring to your attention to an important matter impacting my firm's client, Donna

Bunch, a resident of your district [whose husband was involved in a two vehicle accident

nearly 15 years ago. Due to a defective gas tank, the vehicle caught fire and burned, resulting

in the death of Mr. Bunch. He was survived by a 10 year old son.

Words cannot adequately convey the pain, anguish, and loss felt daily by the Bunch family.

That pain and anguish was only compounded by the miserable treatment the government

reserved for them in the bailout.

Our lawsuit against GM on behalf of my client was primed for settlement when, at the

government's direction, GM filed for bankruptcy while refusing to assume the claims of the

accident victims in the bailout. We'll never understand how the government could have

acquired GM without making sure that the claims of accident victims were paid in full. The

government agreed to pay $60 billion of claims of GM's corporate vendors, unions, and senior

executives in full in the bailout. By comparison, the aggregate claims of the accident victims were

projected at only $936 million at the time of the sale. Total distributions to these claimants from

the bankruptcy, however, were only approximately $74 million, or 7.1% of the projected claims

of accident victims.

Notably, there are 7 accident victims from Kentucky with "allowed" claims in the GM bankruptcy

case. Three of these victims, including Ms. Bunch, reside in your district. These 7 victims in

Kentucky filed proofs of claim totaling $8,807,125. The aggregate "allowed" claims of these 7

victims, however, were squeezed down to only $1,782,000 as the lawyers representing GM

forced all accident victims into mandatory mediation and threatened to withhold payments

for years if the claimants would not agree to the paltry settlement amounts offered. Still

worse, only around 30% (or approximately $500,000) at most was paid on those "allowed"

amounts, which also had to cover attorney's fees and costs.

richardCcOhayandknight.com • www.hayandknight.com • sarah@hayandknight.com

203 WEST COLUMBIA ST. | PO BOX 1124 | SOMERSET, KY 42502-1124

T. (606) 679-2214 | F. (606) 678-4696 Page 20



Hon. Harold Rogers

April 22, 2022
Page 2

To justify the government's callous disregard of the accident victims rights, the government's so-

called "Auto Team" claimed their decision was justified because "we owed a fiduciary duty to

taxpayers." The injustice heaped on the accident victims by the government in the GM bailout,

therefore, was rooted in the Auto Team's misplaced sense of duty. Their duty was first and

foremost to the Constitution. Instead they analogized their Constitutional duty to the duty a

corporate director owes a company's shareholders. Even worse, to make sure the claims of the

accident victims would not be forced upon them by the bankruptcy court, the Auto Team told

the bankruptcy court at the sale hearing that even though the claims of the accident victims

represented only one percent of the bailout's entire imputed value, the government would abandon

the bailout and declare its financing ofGM in default, thereby forcing GM into liquidate, if the

accident victims' successor liability claims were not extinguished in the final sale order. Not

surprisingly, the bankruptcy court conceded the point, stating in its written opinion that "[it]

declines to take that gamble."

In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the successor liability claims

of the GM accident victims to be extinguished in violation of Fifth Amendment's Takings Clause.

Even though the government agreed at oral argument that the suit was timely filed, the Federal

Circuit Court of Appeals dismissed the case, holding that the lawsuit was filed eight days too late.

This result makes no sense since the case was filed within six years of the date that order went

effective. Yet the Federal Circuit held the case should have been filed within six years of the date

the government uploaded the proposed form of sale order to the bankruptcy court, a date we

had no reason to know of since we were not privy to those behind-the-scenes legal proceedings.

Please know my client is not seeking some windfall; just to be treated fairly. Her claims and those

of the other accident victims were not the cause of GM's problems. They trusted GM vehicles

would run properly and that they'd be made whole by GM if there were product defects. They

never expected to be caught in the middle of a massive government bailout, and certainly never

expected our own government would leave them behind to collect pennies on the dollar.

There are approximately 630 other victims throughout the 50 states who were injured,

disabled, or killed before June 1, 2009, from defective GM cars. Justice was denied to them

when the federal government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right this wrong by passing

the legislation recently introduced by Congressman Troy Carter of Louisiana, HR_7Qj_6. This bill

calls for "just compensation" to be paid to accident victims holding "allowed" claims in the GM

bankruptcy. It compensates them for their loss and puts them more on par with the $60 billion

in other allowed claims against GM that were paid in full without reduction or compromise after

the government took control of GM in bailout.

richard@hayandknight.com ° www.hayandknight.com • sarah@hayandknight.com

203 WEST COLUMBIA ST. I PO BOX 1124 | SOMERSET, KY 42502-1124

T. (606) 679-2214 | F. (606) 678-4696 Page 21



Hon. Harold Rogers

April 22, 2022
Page 3

Thank you very much for taking the time to consider our plea.

Sincerely,

Richard Hay, Attorney for Donna Bunch

ec: Senator Mitch McConnell, 317 Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C.20510

Senator Rand Paul, 167 Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510

richard-cLihayandknlghLcom ° vvwv\/.hayandknight,com (' sarah@hayandknight.com
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CADWELL SANFORD DEIBERT & GARRY LLP 

LAWYERS 
 
Joe W. Cadwell (1918-2019) Telephone 
Steven W. Sanford River Centre (605) 336-0828 
Douglas M. Deibert    200 East 10th Street, Suite 200 
William C. Garry Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57104 Telecopier 
Scott Perrenoud* (605) 336-6036 
Stephen C. Landon   
Brett A. Lovrien*†  Writer’s E-Mail Address 
James S. Simko                     ssanford@cadlaw.com 
Shawn M. Nichols   
Kristi M. Laber 
Melissa R. Jelen 
Alex M. Hagen 
Claire E. Wilka 
Andrew S. Hurd 
   
* Also admitted in Iowa 
† Also admitted in Minnesota 

 

 

April 21, 2022 

 

 

 

Senator John Thune 

United States Senate SD-511 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Senator Mike Rounds 

Hart Senate Office Bldg., Suite 716 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Representative Dusty Johnson  

1714 Longworth HOB 

Washington, DC  20515 

 

Re: 2022 HR 7016 

 Introduced March 9, 2022 

 Congressman Troy Carter 

 

Greetings: 

 

I write to urge your support of this bill as it works its way through the House and Senate.  

The objective of the bill is to provide just compensation – finally – for victims of 

personal injury, disability and death caused by defective GM vehicles. 
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Senator John Thune 

Senator Mike Rounds 

Representative Dusty Johnson 

Page 2 

April 21, 2022 

 
 

In the GM bankruptcy bailout a little more than a decade ago, the government agreed to 

pay $60 billion of claims asserted by the old GM’s corporate vendors, unions and senior 

executives, while leaving a relative pittance for those suffering from injuries. 

 

My client, Jessica Fontenille, is a prime example.  A few months after leasing their 

Cadillac in 2004, one morning, November 30, 2004, Jess leaned into the car to start it for 

the purpose of warming it up.  As soon as she inserted the key into the ignition, the air 

bags exploded.  She sustained substantial and serious neck and back injuries, temporary 

loss of hearing, bad headaches, loss of sleep, pain and limitations in motion.  She requires 

ongoing therapy to this date.  Because she is simply a tough person, she has been able to 

continue a semblance of normal life with plenty of teeth gritting. 

 

Unlike the legion of lawyers paid massive amounts and the rest of creditors who 

otherwise would have sustained financial loss, Jess has received less than $500 from the 

bankruptcy.  In past decades, Congress has passed reparations bills.  There are many, 

many sadder stories than Jess’s and all these sad victims are no less deserving of 

reparation than those who have been beneficiaries of prior Acts. 

 

Additional background and a short video that details the plight of defect victims can be 

viewed at https://forgottengmbailoutvictims.org. 

 

Accordingly, I would be most grateful for your support.  As always, thanks so much for 

all you do for South Dakota and the Nation.  Best wishes in all good things. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

CADWELL SANFORD DEIBERT & GARRY LLP 

 

 

Steven W. Sanford 

 

SWS/gl 

 

c:   Senator John Thune 

5015 South Bur Oak Place 

Sioux Falls, SD 57108 

Page 24

https://forgottengmbailoutvictims.org/
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Senator Mike Rounds 

Representative Dusty Johnson 
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April 21, 2022 

 
 

Senator Mike Rounds 

320 N Main Ave., Suite A 

Sioux Falls, SD 57104 

 

Representative Dusty Johnson 

230 S Phillips Avenue 

Suite 307 

Sioux Falls, SD  57104 
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John G. Cronin 

 Admitted in NH and MA 

 
 
 
         April 26, 2022 
 
 

 
The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen 
506 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Shaheen, 
 
I write to bring to your attention to an important matter impacting my clients, Michele and 
Frank Bauer, residents of New Hampshire. Nearly 15 years ago, they were involved in a 
near head-on collision in which the airbag of their General Motors vehicle failed to deploy. 
Michele Bauer—then nearing 60—suffered multiple orthopedic injuries including a broken 
hip from which she has never fully recovered. Her pain is constant and her rehabilitation 
needs continue. But that pain was only compounded by the miserable treatment the 
government reserved for them in the bailout.  

Our lawsuit against GM on behalf of the Bauers was primed for settlement when, at the 
government’s direction, GM filed for bankruptcy while refusing to assume the claims of the 
accident victims in the bailout. We'll never understand how the government could have 
acquired GM without making sure that the claims of accident victims were paid in full. The 
government agreed to pay $60 billion of claims of GM's corporate vendors, unions, and senior 
executives in full in the bailout. By comparison, the aggregate claims of the accident victims 
were projected at only $936 million at the time of the sale. Total distributions to these 
claimants from the bankruptcy, however, were only approximately $74 million, or 7.1% of the 
projected claims of accident victims.  

There are three accident victims from  with “allowed” claims in the GM bankruptcy 
case. These three victims filed proofs of claim totaling $11,712,869. The aggregate “allowed” 
claims of these three victims, however, was squeezed down to only $245,000 as the lawyers 
representing GM forced all accident victims into mandatory mediation and threatened to 
withhold payments for years if the claimants would not agree to the paltry settlement 
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amounts offered. Still worse, only around 30% (or approximately $73,000) at most was 
paid on those “allowed” amounts, which also had to cover attorney's fees and costs.  

To justify the government’s callous disregard of the accident victims rights, the government’s 
so-called “Auto Team” claimed their decision was justified because “we owed a fiduciary duty 
to taxpayers.” The injustice heaped on the accident victims by the government in the GM 
bailout, therefore, was rooted in the Auto Team’s misplaced sense of duty. Their duty was first 
and foremost to the Constitution. Instead they analogized their Constitutional duty to the duty 
a corporate director owes a company’s shareholders. Even worse, to make sure the claims of 
the accident victims would not be forced upon them by the bankruptcy court, the Auto Team 
told the bankruptcy court at the sale hearing that even though the claims of the accident 
victims represented only one percent of the bailout’s entire imputed value, the government would 
abandon the bailout and declare its financing of GM in default, thereby forcing GM into 
liquidate, if the accident victims’ successor liability claims were not extinguished in the final sale 
order. Not surprisingly, the bankruptcy court conceded the point, stating in its written opinion 
that “[it] declines to take that gamble.” 

In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the successor liability claims 
of the GM accident victims to be extinguished in violation of Fifth Amendment’s Takings Clause. 
Even though the government agreed at oral argument that the suit was timely filed, the Federal 
Circuit Court of Appeals dismissed the case, holding that the lawsuit was filed eight days too 
late. This result makes no sense since the case was filed within six years of the date that order 
went effective. Yet the Federal Circuit held the case should have been filed within six years of 
the date the government uploaded the proposed form of sale order to the bankruptcy court, a 
date we had no reason to know of since we were not privy to those behind-the-scenes legal 
proceedings. 

Please know my clients are not seeking some windfall; just to be treated fairly. Their claims and 
those of the other accident victims were not the cause of GM's problems. They trusted GM 
vehicles would run properly and that they'd be made whole by GM if there were product 
defects. They never expected to be caught in the middle of a massive government bailout, and 
certainly never expected our own government would leave them behind to collect pennies on 
the dollar. 

There are approximately 630 other victims throughout the 50 states who were injured, 
disabled, or killed before June 1, 2009, from defective GM cars. Justice was denied to them 
when the Federal Government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right this wrong by passing 
the legislation recently introduced by Congressman Troy Carter of Louisiana, HR 7016. This bill 
calls for “just compensation” to be paid to accident victims holding “allowed” claims in the GM 
bankruptcy. It compensates them for their loss and puts them more on par with the $60 billion 
in other allowed claims against GM that were paid in full without reduction or compromise 
after the government took control of GM in bailout. 
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Thank you very much for taking the time to consider our plea. 

Sincerely yours, 

CRONIN BISSON & ZALINSKY, P.C. 

 

By: John G. Cronin                        

John G. Cronin, Attorney for Michele and Frank Bauer 
 
cc: Senator Margaret Hassan, 324 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510
 Congresswoman Ann Kuster, 320 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 
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Charles F. Kayser 
1427 Jackson Avenue 
Hazleton, Iowa 50641 

Tel: (319) 238-1247 
Email: ctkayser@yahoo.com 

 

March 14, 2022 
 
The Honorable Charles Grassley 
135 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Grassley, 
 
As a resident of your state, I write to bring to your attention to an important matter impacting 
me and approximately 640 other victims and their families throughout the 50 states who were 
injured,  disabled,  or  killed  before  June  1,  2009,  from  defective General Motors  (“GM”)  cars. 
Justice was denied to us when the federal government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right 
this wrong by restoring justice to us and the hundreds of other GM accident victims. I humbly 
request your support to advance such a worthy effort.  
 
By way of background to my accident,  I was driving my GM pickup track  in 2005 when it was 
sideswiped by a driver who ran a stop signal. The high‐speed impact sheared off the back of my 
truck, causing flaming gas to pour into the cab of the truck because of GM negligently failed to 
install a  flapper value that would cut off gas streams  in the event of an accident.  I had third‐
degree burns from my waist up to the top of my head. They had to pull skin from my legs and 
buttocks multiple times just to cover my head and face. I was in an induced coma for two weeks 
after  the  accident because of  the pain  and extent of  the  injuries.  To date,  I’ve had over  100 
surgeries. Among other things, I lost both my ears, my fingertips, and use of my left hand. Since 
then, we  have  been  reliant  on  our  personal  resources  and Medicaid,  but  these  have  proven 
inadequate  to  provide  meaningful  rehabilitation  therapy  and  treatment.  Words  cannot 
adequately convey the hardships and anguish my family and I face daily in simply attending to 
my basic needs. My recovery  in  the bankruptcy case  from Old GM was only about $225,000, 
which also had to cover my attorney’s fees and costs. 
  
I’ll never understand how the government could have acquired GM without making sure that the 
claims of accident victims were paid in full. We were treated far worse by the federal government 
than most of GM’s other creditors. In the GM bailout, the government agreed to pay $60 billion 
of claims asserted by Old GM’s corporate vendors, unions, and senior executives  in  full while 
leaving a few hundred million in claims of accident victims behind to be paid pennies on the dollar 
years down the road from the GM bankruptcy estate.  
 
In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing my successor liability claims 
and  those  of  other  accident  victims  to  be  extinguished  in  the  bailout  in  violation  of  the 
Constitution's  Fifth  Amendment  Takings  Clause.  Even  though  the  government  agreed  at  oral 
argument  that  the  suit  was  timely  filed,  the  United  States  Federal  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
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April 25, 2022 
 

The Honorable Andy Harris 
2334 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Harris, 
 
I write to bring to your attention to an important matter impacting my client, Brenda Blackburn, a 
resident of your district. As a result of a defectively installed interior passenger side grab handle in 
her new General Motors pickup truck, the handle broke off as Ms. Blackburn was pulling herself into 
the  vehicle.  As  a  result,  Ms.  Blackburn  wrenched  her  shoulder  and  tore  her  rotator  cuff  and 
associated tendons. After multiple MRIs  it was determined that  the  injury could not be surgically 
repaired. As a result, Ms. Blackburn lives in constant pain. That pain was only compounded by the 
miserable treatment the federal government reserved for her in the bailout.   

Their case against GM was primed for settlement when, at the government’s direction, GM filed for 
bankruptcy while refusing to assume the claims of the accident victims  in the bailout. We'll never 
understand how the government could have acquired GM without making sure that the claims of accident 
victims were paid in full. The government agreed to pay $60 billion of claims of GM's corporate vendors, 
unions, and senior executives in full in the bailout. By comparison, the aggregate claims of the accident 
victims were projected at only $936 million at the time of the sale. Total distributions to these claimants 
from the bankruptcy, however, were only approximately $74 million, or 7.1% of the projected claims of 
accident victims.  

Notably, there are eight accident victims from Maryland with “allowed” claims in the GM bankruptcy case. 
Proofs of claim were filed on behalf of these eight accident victims in the amount of $14,600,000 in the 
aggregate.  The  aggregate  “allowed”  claims,  however,  were  squeezed  down  to  only  $700,000  as  the 
lawyers representing GM forced all accident victims into mandatory mediation and threatened to 
withhold payments  for years  if  the claimants would not agree  to  the paltry  settlement amounts 
offered.  Still  worse,  only  around  30%  (or  approximately  $200,000)  at  most  was  paid  on  those 
“allowed” amounts, which also had to cover attorney's fees and costs.  

To justify the government’s callous disregard of the accident victims’ rights, the government’s so‐called 
“Auto Team” claimed their decision was justified because “we owed a fiduciary duty to taxpayers.” The 
injustice heaped on the accident victims by the government in the GM bailout, therefore, was rooted in 
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the Auto Team’s misplaced sense of duty. Their duty was first and foremost to the Constitution. Instead 
they analogized their Constitutional duty to the duty a corporate director owes a company’s shareholders. 
Even worse,  to make  sure  the  claims  of  the  accident  victims would  not  be  forced  upon  them by  the 
bankruptcy court, the Auto Team told the bankruptcy court at the sale hearing that even though the claims 
of the accident victims represented only one percent of the bailout’s entire imputed value, the government 
would abandon the bailout and declare its financing of GM in default, thereby forcing GM into liquidate, 
if the accident victims’ successor liability claims were not extinguished in the final sale order. Not surprisingly, 
the bankruptcy court conceded  the point,  stating  in  its written opinion  that “[it] declines  to  take  that 
gamble.” 

In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the successor liability claims of the GM 
accident victims  to be extinguished  in violation of Fifth Amendment’s Takings Clause. Even  though  the 
government agreed at oral argument that the suit was timely filed, the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals 
dismissed the case, holding that the lawsuit was filed eight days too late. This result makes no sense since 
the case was filed within six years of the date that order went effective. Yet the Federal Circuit held the 
case should have been filed within six years of the date the government uploaded the proposed form of 
sale order to the bankruptcy court, a date we had no reason to know of since we were not privy to those 
behind‐the‐scenes legal proceedings. 

Please know we are not seeking some windfall on behalf of our client. Her claims and those of the other 
accident victims were not the cause of GM's problems. They trusted GM vehicles would run properly and 
that they'd be made whole by GM if there were product defects. They never expected to be caught in the 
middle of a massive government bailout, and certainly never expected our own government would leave 
them behind to collect pennies on the dollar. 

There are approximately 630 other victims throughout the 50 states who were injured, disabled, or 
killed  before  June  1,  2009,  from  defective  GM  cars.  Justice was  denied  to  them when  the  federal 
government  bailed out GM  in  2009.  Congress  can  right  this wrong by passing  the  legislation  recently 
introduced by Congressman Troy Carter of Louisiana, HR 7016. This bill calls for “just compensation” to be 
paid to accident victims holding “allowed” claims in the GM bankruptcy. It compensates them for their 
loss and puts them more on par with the $60 billion in other allowed claims against GM that were paid in 
full without reduction or compromise after the government took control of GM in bailout. 

Thank you very much for taking the time to consider our plea. 

Sincerely 
 

              Augustus Brown 
 

Augustus Brown 
Attorney for Brenda Blackburn 

 
cc:    Senator Ben Cardin, 509 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 
    Senator Chris Van Hollen, 110 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 
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Joseph Strimber, Esquire 
6317 Park Heights Avenue, Suite 503 

Baltimore, MD  21215 
443‐838‐8486 

Joseph.strimber@gmail.com 

 
April 4, 2022 

 
The Honorable C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger 
2206 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515‐2002 
 
Dear Congressman Ruppersberger, 
 
I represent the estate of Joan A. Vaught, who lived for over 30 years at 505 Old Home Road 
in your district, and want to bring to your attention an important matter impacting her estate 
and approximately 630 other victims throughout the 50 states who were injured, disabled, 
or  killed before  June 1, 2009,  from General Motors  vehicles  that were either defectively 
made or negligently operated by General Motors ("GM") employees. Justice was denied to 
them when the Federal Government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right this wrong by 
restoring justice to my client’s family and the hundreds of other GM accident victims and their 
families.  I  humbly  request  your  support  to  advance  such  a  worthy  effort  and  support  the 
legislation  introduced  by  Congressman  Troy  Carter  of  Louisiana  on March  9,  2022, HR  7016, 
which calls for just compensation to be paid to the accident victims left behind in the GM bailout. 
 
Ms. Vaught was a registered nurse who was involved in a car accident involving a GM vehicle 
before the GM bankruptcy filing. She asserted a claim against GM for her  injuries and has an 
allowed claim in the GM bankruptcy that represents a compromised settlement amount.  On that 
"allowed"  claim,  however,  the  payout  was  only  around  30%  many  years  later  and  this 
amount  also  had  to  cover  the  attorney's  fees  and  costs  associated  with  the  case.  Mrs. 
Vaught, has since passed away, leaving the estate with a void because Mrs. Vaught had to 
pay  for  continuing  treatments on account of her  injuries  that—but  for  the bankruptcy—
would have been covered by GM. 
 
I'll never understand how the government could have acquired GM without making sure that the 
claims  of  accident  victims  were  paid  in  full.  They  were  treated  far  worse  by  the  federal 
government than most of GM's other creditors. In the GM bailout, the government agreed to pay 
$60 billion of claims asserted by Old GM's corporate vendors, unions, and senior executives in 
full while leaving a few hundred million in claims of accident victims behind to paid pennies on 
the dollar years down the road from the GM bankruptcy estate. 
 
In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the successor liability claims 
of the GM accident victims to be extinguished in the bailout in violation of the Constitution's Fifth 
Amendment Takings Clause. Even though the government agreed at oral argument that the suit 
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was timely filed, the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed dismissal of the case on a motion 
to dismiss, holding that the lawsuit was filed a mere eight days too late. This result makes no 
sense to me since the case was filed within six years of the date the GM sale closed and of the 
date the order approving the sale went effective. Yet the Federal Circuit held the case should 
have been filed within six years of the date the government uploaded the proposed form of sale 
order to the bankruptcy court, a date we had no reason to know of since we were not privy to 
those behind‐the‐scenes legal proceedings. 
 
Please know my client is not seeking some windfall; just to be made whole and treated fairly. The 
claims  of Ms.  Vaught,  and  those  of  the  other  accident  victims,  were  not  the  cause  of  GM's 
problems. They trusted GM vehicles would run properly and, where owned by GM, would be 
driven safely by their employees and that they'd be made whole by GM where this was not the 
case.  They never expected  to be  caught  in  the middle of  a massive  government bailout,  and 
certainly never expected our own government would leave them behind to collect pennies on 
the dollar on their claims against GM. 

Once the bailout was over, we hoped the government would honor its commitment to make 
victims whole. While that never happened, that does not mean it cannot happen. To correct 
the injustice dealt us in the bailout, I plead for your support of HR 7016 to justly compensate the 
estate of Ms. Vaught  and  the other  accident  victims. We  simply  seek payment  for what was 
rightfully due, just like the $60 billion in other allowed claims that the government authorized to 
be paid in full in the bailout without reduction or compromise. 

Please  show  your  compassion  and  lend  your  support  to HR  7016.  This  legislation  directs  the 
federal government to pay “just compensation” to the estate of Ms. Vaught and the other GM 
accident victims on account of the government’s causing their successor liability claims against 
“New GM” to be extinguished in the bailout. Your support will surely help immensely in advancing 
that legislation through Congress and into law.  
 
Additional background and a short video that details the plight of the GM accident victims can be 
viewed at https://forgottengmbailoutvictims.org.  
 
Thank you so very much for taking the time to consider our plea. 
 
Sincerely, 

Joseph Strimber, Esq. 
Joseph Strimber, Attorney for the Estate of Joan A. Vaught 
 
cc:  Senator Ben Cardin, 509 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 
  Senator Chris Van Hollen, 110 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 
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A Law Corporation

March L0,2Q22

The Honorable Steve Scalise

2049 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Steve,

As an old friend and an attorney practicing in your district, I write to bring to your attention a

very important matter impacting my clients, Kevin Chadwick and his parents James and Judith

Chadwick, and approximately 650 other victims and the families throughout the 50 states who

were injured, disabled, or killed before June 1, 2OOg, from defective General Motors ("GM")

cars. Justice was denied them when the federal government bailed out GM in 2009 but left out

these severely injured accident victims, injured due to defects in their GM cars. Congress can

right this wrong by restoring justice to the Chadwicks and hundreds of other GM victims. We

humbly request your support to advance such a worthy effort'

Kevin was driving his Chevrolet Beretta back to LSU where he was a petroleum engineer in his

senior year. A pickup truck ran a stop sign and crashed into his Beretta. Kevin was paralyzed

from the neck down. The injury was caused by a defective seat belt and a defectively designed

hood latch and hood hinge system that allowed the hood to invade the passenger

compartment and strike Kevin in the head, causing permanent traumatic injury to his brain and

confining him to a wheelchair. Kevin has limited brain function and is basically a quadriplegic'

He is tragically completely aware of his condition and limitations but is trapped in his non-

functioning body. He relies primarily on his now aging parents and the generosity of family and

friends to perform normal activities of daily life. He suffers from constant pain and his care

needs increase with each passing year. With limited financial resources, Kevin is unable to

receive necessary assistance with even the most mundane of tasks such as his personal care

needs. With each passing year, Kevin's needs increase and with no hope in sight, he faces a dark

and uncertain future. Simply put, GM's defective design has devastated his and his parents' life.

l'll never understand how the government could have acquired GM without making sure that

the claims of accident victims were paid in full. The GM accident victims were treated far worse

by the federal government than most of GM's other creditors. ln the GM bailout, the

government agreed to pay 560 billion of claims asserted by Old GM's corporate vendors,

unions, and senior executives in full while it left behind a few hundred million dollars in claims

of accident victims behind. These segregated victims were only paid pennies on the dollar

years down the road from the GM bankruptcy estate.

This forced accident victims like my client to rely entirely on substandard coverage

through medicaid for ongoing medical care. l'm sure I speak for all the accident victims left

behind when I state that these burdens have been horribly overwhelming for them, their

and

(50$ 669.5603
Page 46



CARIMI LAW FIRM
ln 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the accident victims'

successor liability claims to be extinguished in the bailout in violation of the Constitution's Fifth

Amendment Takings Clause. Even though the government agreed at oral argument that the suit

was timely filed, the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed dismissal of the case on a motion

to dismiss, holding that the lawsuit was filed a mere eight days too late. This result still doesn't

make sense to me since the case was filed within six years of the date the GM sale closed. Yet

the court held it should have been filed within six years of the date the government uploaded

to the bankruptcy court its proposed order approving the sale, a date we had no reason to

know of since we were not privy to those behind-the-scenes legal proceedings.

please know my clients are not seeking some windfall, they just want to be made whole' The

claims of the accident victims were not the cause of GM's problems. They trusted GM's vehicles

would run properly and that they'd be made whole by CM if there were product defects. They

never expected to be caught in the middle of a massive government bailout, and certainly

never expected our own government would leave them behind to collect pennies on the dollar

on their products liability claims against GM'

once the bailout was over, we hoped the government would make the Chadwicks whole' While

that never happened, that does not mean it cannot happen, To correct the injustice dealt the

accident victims in the bailout, we seek your support for HR 7016 that waives the statute of

limitations defense in the takings case mentioned above and directs the Department of Justice

to settle the claims of the accident victims so that the Chadwicks and other accident victims left

behind in the bailout are justly compensated for their losses.

please show compassion to the GM accident victims and lend your support to the legislation

introduced yesterday by Congressman Troy Carter (HR 7oL6l that directs the federal

government to pay the accident victims the just compensation due them' Your support will

surely help immensely in advancing that legislation through Congress and into law.

Additional background and a short video that details the of plight of people like the Chadwicks

can be viewed at https://forgottengmbailoutvictims.org.

Thank you so very much for taking the time to consider the plight of my clients'

DarrylJ. Ca i,

Attorney for the Chadwicks

Carimi Law Firm, A Law CorPoration

25507 Cardinal Court
Bush, Louisiana 70431
(s04) 669-s603

United States Senator John Kennedy

United States Senator Bill Cassidy
cc
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Laura Steinaway
160{3 Pear Drive

Biloxio Mississippi 39532
Tell (228) 806-2662

Email: kaseruices2@gmail.com

March 31,2022

The Honorable Steven Palazzo

2349 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dea r Congressman P alazzo,

As a resident of your district, I write to bringto your attention to an important matter impacting
me and approximately 650 other victims and their families throughout the 50 states who were
injured, disabled, or killed before June 1, 2009, from defective General Motors ("GM") cars.

Justice was denied to us when the Federal Government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right
this wrong by restoring justice to us and hundreds of other GM accident victims. I humbly request
your support to advance such a worthy effort and support the legislation introduced by

Congressman Troy Carter of Louisiana on March 9, 2022, HR 7016, which calls for just
compensation to be paid to the accident victims left behind in the GM bailout.

A defective airbag in my GM vehicle exploded, rendering me unconscious. They found my car in
a ditch. I suffered a ripped aortic valve from the explosion. The valve now needs to be replaced
and l'm reliant on my own resources to cover surgical and rehabilitation needs.

ln the GM bailout, the government agreed to pay 560 billion of claims asserted by Old GM's
corporate vendors, unions, and senior executives in full while leaving a few hundred million in
claims of accident victims like me behind to be paid pennies on the dollar years down the road
from the GM bankruptcy estate. l'll never understand how the government could have acquired
GM without making sure that the allowed claims of accident victims were paid in full. We were
treated far worse by the federal government than most of GM's other creditors"

Please know I am not seeking some windfall; just to be fairly compensated for my losses at the
hands of the government in the bailout. The claims of the accident victims were not the cause of
GM's problems. We trusted our new vehicle would run properly. When it didn't, we expected
that we'd be made whole by GM if there were product defects. Like other GM accident victims, I

never expected to be caught in the middle of a massive government bailout, and certainly never
expected our own government would leave the accident victims behind to collect pennies on the
dollar.
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Once the bailout was over, we still hoped the government would honor its commitment to make
victims whole. While that never happened, that does not mean it cannot happen. To correct the
injustice dealt us in the bailout, I plead for your support of HR 7016 to justly compensate me and
the other accident victims for our losses. We simply seek payment for what's rightfully due us,
just like the 560 billion in other allowed claims that the government authorized to be paid in full
in the bailout.

Please show your compassion and lend your support to HR 7016, which directs the federal
government to pay just compensation on our claims against GM that were left behind in the
bailout. Your support will surely help immensely in advancing that legislation through Congress

and into law.

Additional background and a short video that details the plight of the GM accident victims can be
vi ewed at https ://fo reotte n gm b a i lo utvi cti m s. o re.

Thank you so very much for taking the time to consider our plea

Sincerely,

Laura Steinaway

cc: Senator Roger Wicker, 555 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510
Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith,702Harl Senate Office, Washington, D.C. 20510
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BRIAN P. CONATY   
ATTORNEY AT LAW   

320 SOUTH ENGLEWOOD   
HUNTINGTON, WV 25701   

(304) 634-7095   
Brian P. Conaty, Esq.   
E-Mail: bconaty.law@live.com 

April 8, 2022 

The Honorable Joe Manchin    
306 Hart Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510  
 
Dear Senator Manchin: 

I represent Bob Gleason, a fellow West Virginian. He is the father of Bobby Gleason. 
You might recall that Bobby tragically died in a rollover accident in 2007 while 
driving home in a General Motors (“GM”) van at the conclusion of a high school 
senior class trip to Panama City, Florida. Bobby’s death was even more tragic because 
it was caused by a faulty roof design that caused severe brain trauma. Our lawsuit 
against GM on behalf of the Gleasons was primed for settlement when, at the 
government’s direction, GM filed for bankruptcy while refusing to assume the claims 
of the accident victims in the bailout. Words cannot convey the anguish and loss felt 
daily by the Gleason family since the day of the accident. That pain was only 
compounded by the miserable treatment the government reserved for them in the 
bailout.  

We will never understand how the government could have acquired GM without making 
sure that the claims of accident victims were paid in full. The government agreed to pay 
$60 billion of claims of GM's corporate vendors, unions, and senior executives in full 
in the bailout. By comparison, the aggregate claims of the accident victims were 
projected at only $936 million at the time of the sale. Total distributions to these 
claimants from the bankruptcy, however, were only approximately $74 million, or 7.1% 
of the projected claims of accident victims. To justify the government’s callous 
disregard of the accident victims' rights, the government’s so-called “Auto Team” 
claimed their decision was justified because “we owed a fiduciary duty to taxpayers.” 

The injustice heaped on the accident victims by the government in the GM bailout, 
therefore, was rooted in the Auto Team’s misplaced sense of duty. Their duty was first 
and foremost to the Constitution. Instead, they analogized their Constitutional duty to 
the duty a corporate director owes a company’s shareholders. Even worse, to make sure 
the claims of the accident victims would not be forced upon them by the bankruptcy 
court, the Auto Team told the bankruptcy court at the sale hearing that even though the 
claims of the accident victims represented only one percent of the bailout’s entire 
imputed value, the government would abandon the bailout and declare its financing of 
GM in default, thereby forcing GM into liquidate, if the accident victims’ successor 
liability claims were not extinguished in the final sale order. Not  
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surprisingly, the bankruptcy court conceded the point, stating in its written opinion that 
“[it] declines to take that gamble.” 

In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the successor liability 
claims of the GM accident victims to be extinguished in violation of Fifth Amendment’s 
Takings Clause. Even though the government agreed at oral argument that the suit was 
timely filed, the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals dismissed the case, holding that the 
lawsuit was filed eight days too late. This result makes no sense since the case was filed 
within six years of the date that order went effective. Yet the Federal Circuit held the 
case should have been filed within six years of the date the government uploaded the 
proposed form of sale order to the bankruptcy court, a date we had no reason to know 
of since we were not privy to those behind-the-scenes legal proceedings. 

Please know my clients are not seeking some windfall; just to be treated fairly. Their 
claims and those of the other accident victims were not the cause of GM's problems. 
They trusted GM vehicles would run properly and that they'd be made whole by GM if 
there were product defects. They never expected to be caught in the middle of a massive 
government bailout, and certainly never expected our own government would leave 
them behind to collect pennies on the dollar. 

There are approximately 630 other victims throughout the 50 states who were injured, 
disabled, or killed before June 1, 2009, from defective GM cars. Justice was denied to 
them when the Federal Government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right this 
wrong by passing the legislation recently introduced by Congressman Troy Carter of 
Louisiana, HR 7016. This bill calls for “just compensation” to be paid to accident 
victims holding “allowed” claims in the GM bankruptcy. It compensates them for their 
loss and puts them more on par with the $60 billion in other allowed claims against GM 
that were paid in full without reduction or compromise after the government took control 
of GM in bailout. 

Additional background and a short video that details the plight of the GM accident 
victims and background to the proposed legislation can be viewed at 
https://forgottengmbailoutvictims.org.  

Thank you for taking the time to consider our plea. 

Very truly yours, 

 

Brian P. Conaty, Esq. 

 
BPC/tb 
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   BRIAN P. CONATY   
ATTORNEY AT LAW   

320 SOUTH ENGLEWOOD   
HUNTINGTON, WV 25701   

(304) 634-7095   
Brian P. Conaty, Esq.  
E-Mail: bconaty.law@live.com 

April 8, 2022 

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito 
172 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Capito: 

I represent Bob Gleason, a fellow West Virginian. He is the father of Bobby Gleason. 
You might recall that Bobby tragically died in a rollover accident in 2007 while 
driving home in a General Motors (“GM”) van at the conclusion of a high school 
senior class trip to Panama City, Florida. Bobby’s death was even more tragic because 
it was caused by a faulty roof design that caused severe brain trauma. Our lawsuit 
against GM on behalf of the Gleasons was primed for settlement when, at the 
government’s direction, GM filed for bankruptcy while refusing to assume the claims 
of the accident victims in the bailout. Words cannot convey the anguish and loss felt 
daily by the Gleason family since the day of the accident. That pain was only 
compounded by the miserable treatment the government reserved for them in the 
bailout.  

We will never understand how the government could have acquired GM without making 
sure that the claims of accident victims were paid in full. The government agreed to pay 
$60 billion of claims of GM's corporate vendors, unions, and senior executives in full 
in the bailout. By comparison, the aggregate claims of the accident victims were 
projected at only $936 million at the time of the sale. Total distributions to these 
claimants from the bankruptcy, however, were only approximately $74 million, or 7.1% 
of the projected claims of accident victims. To justify the government’s callous 
disregard of the accident victims' rights, the government’s so-called “Auto Team” 
claimed their decision was justified because “we owed a fiduciary duty to taxpayers.” 

The injustice heaped on the accident victims by the government in the GM bailout, 
therefore, was rooted in the Auto Team’s misplaced sense of duty. Their duty was first 
and foremost to the Constitution. Instead, they analogized their Constitutional duty to 
the duty a corporate director owes a company’s shareholders. Even worse, to make sure 
the claims of the accident victims would not be forced upon them by the bankruptcy 
court, the Auto Team told the bankruptcy court at the sale hearing that even though the 
claims of the accident victims represented only one percent of the bailout’s entire 
imputed value, the government would abandon the bailout and declare its financing of 
GM in default, thereby forcing GM into liquidate, if the accident victims’ successor 
liability claims were not extinguished in the final sale order. Not  
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surprisingly, the bankruptcy court conceded the point, stating in its written opinion that 
“[it] declines to take that gamble.” 

In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the successor liability 
claims of the GM accident victims to be extinguished in violation of Fifth Amendment’s 
Takings Clause. Even though the government agreed at oral argument that the suit was 
timely filed, the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals dismissed the case, holding that the 
lawsuit was filed eight days too late. This result makes no sense since the case was filed 
within six years of the date that order went effective. Yet the Federal Circuit held the 
case should have been filed within six years of the date the government uploaded the 
proposed form of sale order to the bankruptcy court, a date we had no reason to know 
of since we were not privy to those behind-the-scenes legal proceedings. 

Please know my clients are not seeking some windfall; just to be treated fairly. Their 
claims and those of the other accident victims were not the cause of GM's problems. 
They trusted GM vehicles would run properly and that they'd be made whole by GM if 
there were product defects. They never expected to be caught in the middle of a massive 
government bailout, and certainly never expected our own government would leave 
them behind to collect pennies on the dollar. 

There are approximately 630 other victims throughout the 50 states who were injured, 
disabled, or killed before June 1, 2009, from defective GM cars. Justice was denied to 
them when the Federal Government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right this 
wrong by passing the legislation recently introduced by Congressman Troy Carter of 
Louisiana, HR 7016. This bill calls for “just compensation” to be paid to accident 
victims holding “allowed” claims in the GM bankruptcy. It compensates them for their 
loss and puts them more on par with the $60 billion in other allowed claims against GM 
that were paid in full without reduction or compromise after the government took control 
of GM in bailout. 

Additional background and a short video that details the plight of the GM accident 
victims and background to the proposed legislation can be viewed at 
https://forgottengmbailoutvictims.org.  

Thank you for taking the time to consider our plea. 

Very truly yours, 

 

Brian P. Conaty, Esq. 

BPC/tb 
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Maria Mercado
2O4 N. 6th Street

Patterson, Galifornia 95363
Teh (2O9) 6O5-sO65

Email: { MercadoMari@gmail,com

April 18,2022

The Honorable Josh Harder
709 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Congressman Harder,

My family and I are residents of your district. I was a 2Oyear old college student driving with
my friend when the General Motors SUV in which we were driving car skidded off the
highway and rolled over. The well-documented defective roof design of the vehicle caused
it to collapse, ejecting us all from the vehicle during the rollover. As a result, my spine was
broken and I have no feeling below my chest. I require round-the-clock care. Words cannot
adequately convey the pain and anguish my family and I feel daily. The miserable treatment
of my claim by our government in the GM bailout only compounded our anguish and greatly
limited my treatment and rehabilitation options as I am wholly reliant on Medicare.

l'll never understand how our government could have bought GM without making sure that
accident victims were paid in full. The government paid 560 billion of claims of GM's corporate
vendors, unions, and senior executives in full in the bailout. But for the accident victims, my
lawyers tell me, total distributions to them was less thanT% of what these claims were projected
to be at the time of the bailout.

My lawyers tell me that there are 64 accident victims from California (including me) with
"allowed" claims in the GM bankruptcy case. They further tell me that the amounts sought from
GM in these filed proofs of claim totaled 5394,471,827 .The aggregate "allowed" claims of these
64 victims, however, were squeezed down to only 525,242,234 as the lawyers representing GM
forced all accident victims into mandatory mediation and threatened to withhold payments
for years if the claimants would not agree to the paltry settlement amounts offered. Still
worse, only around 30% (or approximately 511.9 million) at most was paid on those
"allowed" amounts, which also had to cover attorney's fees and costs, leaving us with
virtually nothing.

ln 20L5, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the successor liability claims
of the GM accident victims to be extinguished in violation of Fifth Amendment's Takings Clause.

Even though the government agreed at oral argument that the suit was timely filed, the Federal
Circuit Court of Appeals dismissed the case, holding that the lawsuit was filed eight days too late.
This result makes no sense since the case was filed within six years of the date that order went
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effective. Yet the Federal Circuit held the case should have been filed within six years of the date

the government uploaded the proposed form of sale order to the bankruptcy court, a date we

had no reason to know of since we were not privy to those behind-the-scenes legal proceedings.

Please know I are not seeking some windfall; just to be treated fairly. My claims, and those of the

other accident victims, were not the cause of GM's problems. We trusted GM vehicles would run

properly and expected we'd be made whole by GM if there were product defects. We never

expected to be caught in the middle of a massive government bailout, and certainly never

expected our own government would leave the accident victims behind to collect pennies on the

dollar.

There are approximately 630 other victims throughout the 50 states who were injured,
disabled, or killed before June 1, 2009, from defective GM cars. Justice was denied to them

when the federal government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right this wrong by passing

the legislation recently introduced by Congressman Troy Carter of Louisiana, HR 7016. This bill

calls for 'Just compensation" to be paid to accident victims holding "allowed" claims in the GM

bankruptcy. lt compensates us for our loss and puts us more on par with the 560 billion in other

allowed claims against GM that were paid in full without reduction or compromise after the
government took control of GM in bailout.

Additional background and a short video that details the plight of the GM accident victims and

background to the proposed legislation can be viewed at https://forgottengmbailoutvictims.org.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my plea

';i[ /1-^r"A,ru
aru-a-

Maria Mercado

Senator Diane Feinstein, 331- Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510

Senator Alex Padilla, tL2Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 205tO
cc
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The Honorable Jeff Merklev
53 I Hart Senate Olfice Building
Washington, DC 205 10

Dear Senator Merklev:

JOgrusoN JoHNSoN LUCAS & MIDDLEToN, P,C.
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW

975 OAK STREET, SUITE 1O5O

EI.JGEN E, OREGON 9740,1.3124

\541) 484-2434

FAX (541)484-0882
WEBSITE: www juslicelawyers.com

E-MAIL ADDRESS info@juslicelawyers.com

April2l,2022

AMBER SIEVENS, RN,8SN
TrialAssislanl

I write to bring to your attention to an important matter impacting my client, Ron Hyde,
resident of oregon. Mr. Hyde is a paraplegic, with the loss of sensation in his legs and lower
body since 1983. Nearly l4 years ago, as a passenger in a 2008 GMC Arcadia, hi was bumed by
the seat heater. He sustained serious third degree bums on his left buttock requiring
hospitalization, reconstructive surgery and forced immobilization and bed res1. Heiuffered
permanent damage to the skin and deeper tissues making him more vulnerable to further
complications. His rehabilitation needs were significant. But the discomfort and inconvenience
he sustained was only compounded by the miserable treatrnent the govemment reserved for the
GM accident victims in the bailout.

There are  accident victims from  with "allowed', claims in the GM
bankruptcy case. These three victims filed proofs of ctaim totaling $l1,7t2,g69. The aggregate
"allowed" claims ofthese three victims, however, was squeezed down to only $245,006 as the
lawyers representing GM forced all accident victims into mandatory mediation and ihreatened to
withhold payments for years if the claimants would not agree to the paltry settlement amounts
offered' still worse, only around 30% (or approximately $z:,ooo; ui-ori *u, paid on those
"allowed" arnounts, which also had to cover attomey,s fees and costs.

our lawsuit against GM on behallof Mr. Hyde was primed for settlement when, at the
govemment's direction, GM filed for banlruptcy while refusing to assume the claims of the
accident victims in the bailout. We'll never understand how the govemment could have acquired
GM without making sure that the claims olaccident victims were paid in full. The govemment
agreed to pay $60 billion of claims of GM's corporate vendors, unions, and senior eiecutives in
full inthe bailout. By comparison, the aggregate claims ofthe accident victims were projected at
only $936 million at the time of the sale. Total distributions to these claimants lrom the 

-

bankruptcy, however, were only approximately $74 million, or 7.1% ofthe projected claims of
accident victims.
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To justi$, the govemment's callous disregard of the accident victims rights, the
govemment's so-called "Auto Team" claimed their decision was justified because "we owed a
fiduciary duty to taxpayers." The injustice heaped on the accident victims by the govemment in
the GM bailout, therefore, was rooted in the Auto Team's misplaced sense ofduty. Their duty
was first and foremost to the Constitution. Instead they analogized their Constitutional duty to the
duty a corporate director owes a company's shareholders. Even worse, to make sure the claims of
the accident victims would not be forced upon them by the bankruptcy court, the Auto Team told
the bankruptcy court at the sale hearing that even though the claims ofthe accident victims
represented only one percent ofthe bailout's entire imputed value, the government would
abandon the bailout and declare its financing ofGM in default, thereby forcing GM into
liquidate, if the accident victims' successor liability claims were not extinguished in the final sale
order. Not surprisingly, the bankruptcy court conceded the point, stating in its written opinion
that '[it] declines to take that gamble."

In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government lor forcing the successor liability
claims of the GM accident victims to be extinguished in violation of Fifth Amendment's Takings
Clause. Even though the govemment agreed at oral argument that the suit was timely filed, the
Federal Circuit Court of Appeals dismissed the case, holding that the lawsuit was filed eight days
too late. This result makes no sense since the case was filed within six years ofthe date that order
went effective. Yet the Federal Circuit held the case should have been filed within six years of
the date the govemment uploaded the proposed form ofsale order to the bankruptcy court, a date
we had no reason to know of since we were not pri\y to those behind+he-scenes legal
proceedings.

Please know our client is not seeking some windfall;just to be treated fairly. His claim
and those of the other accident victims were not the cause of GM's problems. They trusted GM
vehicles would run properly and that they'd be made whole by GM if there were product defects.
They never expected to be caught in the middle of a massive govemment bailout, and certainly
never expected our own government would leave them behind to collect pennies on the dollar.

There are approximately 630 other victims throughout the 50 states who were injured,
disabled, or killed before June 1, 2009, from defective GM cars. Justice was denied to them when
the Federal Govemment bailed out GM in 2009. congress can right this wrong by passing the
legislation recently introduced by congressman Troy carter of Louisiana, HR 7016. ThiJill
calls for "just compensation" to be paid to accident victims holding "allowed,' claims in the GM
bankruptcy. It compensates them for their loss and puts them more on par with the $60 billion in
other allowed claims against GM that were paid in full without reduction or compromise after the
govemment took control olGM in bailout.

Thank you very much for taking the time to consider our plea.

rely,

Derck n

o ticela r c o1t.)

Senator Ron Wyden,221 Dirksen Senate Office Buitding, Washington, D.C. 205 l0
congressman Peter Defaz io, 21345 Rayburn office Building, washington, D.c. 205 l5
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Jamain Antuan Risher
{ l9 Partrldge Lane

Varnvllle, South Garollna 29944
Teh (803) 942.523s

Emall: rachelgrlsher2gg,l 8@gmail.com

April 12, 2022

The Honorable James E. Clyburn
242 Cannon House Office Building
Washingtorr, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Clyburn,

N4y family and I have been residents of your district for generations. ln fact, you knew mygrandfather, Mr' James Risher, who was Mayor of Gifford for 40 years. over rs Vears ago,my sister Stacey and I were teenagers driving around when our GMC Tahoe suddenly veeredoff the road' As it rolled over, the vehicle's faulty roof design and seat belt harness systemcaused us to be ejected from the vehicle, killing my sister stacey and leaving me with severehead and back injuries from which I have never fully recovered. Fortunatelf, my son Jamian
LaNorris, who was with us and three at the time suffered only minor inluries. i,m proud to
say, he'll be a freshman in the University of South Carolina's engineering progr3;y1 starting
this summer, majoring in Mechanical Engineering.

Our lawsuit against GM was primed for settlement when, at the government,s direction, GM
filed for bankruptcy while refusing to assume the claims of the accident victims in the bailout.
words cannot adequately convey the anguish and loss my extended family and I feel daily.
That pain was only compounded by the miserable treatment our own government reserved
for us in the bailout.

we'll never understand how our government could have bought GM without making sure that
accident victims were paid in full. The government paid 560 billion of claims of GM,s corporate
vendors, unions, and senior executives in full in the bailout. But for the accident victims, my
lawyers tell me, total distributions to them was less than 7%of what these claims were projected
to be at the time of the bailout.

My lawyers tell me that there are L0 accident victims from South Carolina (including myself and
my father on behalf of my sister's estate) with "allowed" claims in the GM bankruptcy case, They
further tell me that these L0 accident filed proofs of claim totaling 936,705,975 but their allowed,,
claims in the case were squeezed down to only $t,547,732 as the lawyers representing GM
forced all accident victims into mandatory mediation and threatened to withhold payments
for years if the claimants would not agree to the paltry settlement amounts offered, Still
worse, only around25'30% was paid on that "allowed" amount, which also had to cover
attorney's fees and costs, leaving most accident victims with virtually nothing.
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ln 20L5, a lawsuit was brought against the government for-forcing the successor liability claims
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The Honorable James E' ClYburn

April 12,2022
Page 2

the dollar

SincerelY,

There are approximately 630 other victims throughout the 50 states who were injured,

disabled, or killed b.;;;; June L, 200g, from defective GM cars' Justice was denied to them

when the federalgovernment bailed out GM in 2009' Congress can right this wrong by passing

the legislation recently introduced by congressman Troy ca.rter of Louisiana' HR 7016' This bill

calls for'Just compeniation" to be paid to""liatnt victims holding "allowed" claims in the GM

bankruptcy. tt compensates them for their loss and puts them more on par with trre s50 billion

inotherallowedclaimsagainstGMthatwerepaidinfullwithoutreductionorcompromiseafter
the government took control of GM in bailout'

Additional background and a short video that details the plight of the GM accident victims and

background to the proposed regisration can be viewed at https://foreottensmbailoutvictims'orA'

Thank you for taking the time to consider our plea'

( W4
Ja n Antuan Risher

cc; Senator Lindsey Graham, 2g0 Russell senate office Building, washington, D.C. 205L0

Senator Tim scott, L04 Hartsenate office Building, washington, D'C' 205L0
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DENNIS J. DAVIS 
Attorney at Law 

P.O. Box 798 
Bryant, AR 72089-0798 

 (501) 840-2355 
 Fax (501) 213-0173 
  djdavis@boswellaw.com 

April 14, 2022 

The Honorable John Boozman 
141 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Boozman, 

I write to bring to your attention to an important matter impacting my clients, who were 
killed or badly injured after being rear-ended in their 1991 Chevy Cavalier. The patent lack 
of crashworthiness of the car caused Brandi Kent to be killed while buckled into her car 
seat. Her friend Haley Christy Nash suffered significant and permanent brain injury from 
the accident. Haley is now in her 20’s but functions on the level of a young child. Words 
cannot adequately convey the anguish and loss felt daily by their families since the day of 
the accident. That pain was only compounded by the miserable treatment the government 
reserved for them in the bailout.  

I also represented a gentleman name George Deimel who suffered an injury to his neck 
and spinal cord rendering him a quadriplegic when the seat back to his Chevrolet Monte 
Carlo broke during a crash propelling his body backwards into the rear seat.   Mr. Deimel 
lived for many years but sadly lost his battle and died from complications caused by the 
quadriplegia.  His family now mourns the death of this fine man. 

Our lawsuits against GM on behalf of my clients was primed for settlement when, at the 
government’s direction, GM filed for bankruptcy while refusing to assume the claims of the 
accident victims in the bailout. We'll never understand how the government could have 
acquired GM without making sure that the claims of accident victims were paid in full. The 
government agreed to pay $60 billion of claims of GM's corporate vendors, unions, and senior 
executives in full in the bailout. By comparison, the aggregate claims of the accident victims 
were projected at only $936 million at the time of the sale. Total distributions to these 
claimants from the bankruptcy, however, were only approximately $74 million, or 7.1% of the 
projected claims of accident victims.  
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Notably, there are five accident victims from Arkansas with “allowed” claims in the GM 
bankruptcy case. These five victims filed proofs of claim totaling $13,750,000. The aggregate 
“allowed” claims of these five victims, however, were squeezed down to only $1,605,000 as the 
lawyers representing GM forced all accident victims into mandatory mediation and 
threatened to withhold payments for years if the claimants would not agree to the paltry 
settlement amounts offered. Still worse, only around 30% (or approximately $494,320) was 
paid on those “allowed” amounts, which also had to cover attorney's fees and costs.  

To justify the government’s callous disregard of the accident victims rights, the government’s 
so-called “Auto Team” claimed their decision was justified because “we owed a fiduciary duty 
to taxpayers.” The injustice heaped on the accident victims by the government in the GM 
bailout, therefore, was rooted in the Auto Team’s misplaced sense of duty. Their duty was first 
and foremost to the Constitution. Instead they analogized their Constitutional duty to the duty 
a corporate director owes a company’s shareholders. Even worse, to make sure the claims of 
the accident victims would not be forced upon them by the bankruptcy court, the Auto Team 
told the bankruptcy court at the sale hearing that even though the claims of the accident 
victims represented only one percent of the bailout’s entire imputed value, the government would 
abandon the bailout and declare its financing of GM in default, thereby forcing GM into 
liquidate, if the accident victims’ successor liability claims were not extinguished in the final sale 
order. Not surprisingly, the bankruptcy court conceded the point, stating in its written opinion 
that “[it] declines to take that gamble.” 

In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the successor liability claims 
of the GM accident victims to be extinguished in violation of Fifth Amendment’s Takings Clause. 
Even though the government agreed at oral argument that the suit was timely filed, the Federal 
Circuit Court of Appeals dismissed the case, holding that the lawsuit was filed eight days too 
late. This result makes no sense since the case was filed within six years of the date that order 
went effective. Yet the Federal Circuit held the case should have been filed within six years of 
the date the government uploaded the proposed form of sale order to the bankruptcy court, a 
date the claimants’ attorneys had no reason to know of since we were not privy to those 
behind-the-scenes legal proceedings. 

Please know my clients are not seeking some windfall; just to be treated fairly. Their claims and 
those of the other accident victims were not the cause of GM's problems. They trusted GM 
vehicles would run properly and that they'd be made whole by GM if there were product 
defects. They never expected to be caught in the middle of a massive government bailout, and 
certainly never expected our own government would leave them behind to collect pennies on 
the dollar. 

There are approximately 630 other victims throughout the 50 states who were injured, 
disabled, or killed before June 1, 2009, from defective GM cars. Justice was denied to them 
when the Federal Government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right this wrong by passing 
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The Honorable John Boozman 
April 14, 2022 
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the legislation recently introduced by Congressman Troy Carter of Louisiana, HR 7016. This bill 
calls for “just compensation” to be paid to accident victims holding “allowed” claims in the GM 
bankruptcy. It compensates them for their loss and puts them more on par with the $60 billion 
in other allowed claims against GM that were paid in full without reduction or compromise 
after the government took control of GM in bailout. 

Thank you very much for taking the time to consider our plea. 

Sincerely, 

Dennis J. Davis,  
Attorney for the Estate of George Deimel, the Estate of  
Brandi Kret, and Teresa Nash as Legal Guardian of Haley Christy Nash 

cc: Senator Tom Cotton, 326 Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 
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WOLFF ARDIS, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
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Mary Lee Wolff 
January 4, 1950 – December 24, 2015 

 

 

April 21, 2022 

 

The Honorable Bill Hagerty 

709 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Senator Hagerty, 

 

I write to bring to your attention an important matter impacting my client, Addison Williams. 

Addison was involved in a side impact crash in which the defective side panel of a GMC Tahoe 

caused extensive damage to Mr. Williams’ left forearm, wrist, and hand. He continues to require 

rehabilitation, though because of his limited resources, he has not been able to afford the services 

needed. The pain he feels daily was only compounded by the miserable treatment the government 

reserved for them in the bailout.  

Our lawsuit against GM on behalf of my client was primed for settlement when, at the 

government’s direction, GM filed for bankruptcy while refusing to assume the claims of the 

accident victims in the bailout. We'll never understand how the government could have acquired 

GM without making sure that the claims of accident victims were paid in full. The government 

agreed to pay $60 billion of claims of GM's corporate vendors, unions, and senior executives in 

full in the bailout. By comparison, the aggregate claims of the accident victims were projected at 

only $936 million at the time of the sale. Total distributions to these claimants from the bankruptcy, 

however, were only approximately $74 million, or 7.1% of the projected claims of accident 

victims.  

Notably, there are six accident victims from Tennessee with “allowed” claims in the GM 

bankruptcy case. These six victims filed proofs of claim totaling $5,609,139. The aggregate 

“allowed” claims of these six victims, however, were squeezed down to only $171,639 as the 

lawyers representing GM forced all accident victims into mandatory mediation and threatened to 

withhold payments for years if the claimants would not agree to the paltry settlement amounts 

offered. Still worse, only around 30% (or approximately $51,492) at most was paid on those 

“allowed” amounts, which also had to cover attorney's fees and costs.  

To justify the government’s callous disregard of the accident victims’ rights, the government’s so-

called “Auto Team” claimed their decision was justified because “we owed a fiduciary duty to 

taxpayers.” The injustice heaped on the accident victims by the government in the GM bailout, 

therefore, was rooted in the Auto Team’s misplaced sense of duty. Their duty was first and 

foremost to the Constitution. Instead, they analogized their Constitutional duty to the duty a 

corporate director owes a company’s shareholders. Even worse, to make sure the claims of the 

accident victims would not be forced upon them by the bankruptcy court, the Auto Team told the 

bankruptcy court at the sale hearing that even though the claims of the accident victims represented 

only one percent of the bailout’s entire imputed value, the government would abandon the bailout 

and declare its financing of GM in default, thereby forcing GM into liquidation, if the accident 

victims’ successor liability claims were not extinguished in the final sale order. Not surprisingly, 

the bankruptcy court conceded the point, stating in its written opinion that “[it] declines to take 

that gamble.” 
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In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the successor liability claims of 

the GM accident victims to be extinguished in violation of Fifth Amendment’s Takings Clause. 

Even though the government agreed at oral argument that the suit was timely filed, the Federal 

Circuit Court of Appeals dismissed the case, holding that the lawsuit was filed eight days too late. 

This result makes no sense since the case was filed within six years of the date that order went 

effective. Yet the Federal Circuit held the case should have been filed within six years of the date 

the government uploaded the proposed form of sale order to the bankruptcy court, a date we had 

no reason to know of since we were not privy to those behind-the-scenes legal proceedings. 

Please know my client is not seeking some windfall; just to be treated fairly. His claims and those 

of the other accident victims were not the cause of GM's problems. They trusted GM vehicles 

would run properly and that they'd be made whole by GM if there were product defects. They 

never expected to be caught in the middle of a massive government bailout, and certainly never 

expected our own government would leave them behind to collect pennies on the dollar. 

There are approximately 630 other victims throughout the 50 states who were injured, disabled, or 

killed before June 1, 2009, from defective GM cars. Justice was denied to them when the federal 

government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right this wrong by passing the legislation 

recently introduced by Congressman Troy Carter of Louisiana, HR 7016. This bill calls for “just 

compensation” to be paid to accident victims holding “allowed” claims in the GM bankruptcy. It 

compensates them for their loss and puts them more on par with the $60 billion in other allowed 

claims against GM that were paid in full without reduction or compromise after the government 

took control of GM in bailout. 

Thank you very much for taking the time to consider our plea. 

Sincerely 

Patrick M. Ardis, attorney for Addison Williams 

cc: Senator Marsha Blackburn, 357 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 

20510 

Cong. Steve Cohen, 2104 Rayburn House Office Bldg., Washington, D.C. 20515 
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April 14, 2022 
 

The Honorable Mike Braun 
374 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Braun, 
 
I am a resident of Indiana. I was in the front passenger seat when the General Motors car in 
which I was riding got into an accident. The defective passenger airbag deployed with such 
force  that  it  severed  my  aorta  and  my  spinal  cord.  I  survived  the  accident,  but  am  a 
paraplegic and am confined to a wheelchair for life. Words cannot adequately convey the 
pain and anguish I feel daily. The miserable treatment of my claim by our government in the 
GM  bailout  only  compounded  my  anguish  and  limited  my  treatment  and  rehabilitation 
options. 
 
We'll never understand how our government could have bought GM without making sure that 
accident victims were paid in full. The government paid $60 billion of claims of GM's corporate 
vendors, unions,  and  senior executives  in  full  in  the bailout. But  for  the accident  victims, my 
lawyers tell me, total distributions to them was less than 7% of what these claims were projected 
to be at the time of the bailout.  
 
My  lawyers  tell  me  that  there  are  nine  accident  victims  from  Indiana  (including  me)  with 
“allowed” claims in the GM bankruptcy case. They further tell me that the amounts sought from 
GM in these filed proofs of claim totaled $5,238,790. The “allowed” amount of these claims in 
the  case, however, were  squeezed down  to only $964,384 as  the  lawyers  representing GM 
forced all accident victims into mandatory mediation and threatened to withhold payments 
for years if the claimants would not agree to the paltry settlement amounts offered. Still 
worse, only around 30% (or approximately $290,000) at most was paid on those “allowed” 
amounts, which also had to cover attorney's fees and costs, leaving us with virtually nothing. 
 
In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the successor liability claims 
of the GM accident victims to be extinguished in violation of Fifth Amendment’s Takings Clause. 
Even though the government agreed at oral argument that the suit was timely filed, the Federal 
Circuit Court of Appeals dismissed the case, holding that the lawsuit was filed eight days too late. 
This result makes no sense since the case was filed within six years of the date that order went 
effective. Yet the Federal Circuit held the case should have been filed within six years of the date 
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the government uploaded the proposed form of sale order to the bankruptcy court, a date we 
had no reason to know of since we were not privy to those behind‐the‐scenes legal proceedings. 
 
Please know I are not seeking some windfall; just to be treated fairly. My claims, and those of the 
other accident victims, were not the cause of GM's problems. We trusted GM vehicles would run 
properly and expected we’d be made whole by GM  if  there were product defects. We never 
expected  to  be  caught  in  the  middle  of  a  massive  government  bailout,  and  certainly  never 
expected our own government would leave the accident victims behind to collect pennies on the 
dollar. 

There  are  approximately  630  other  victims  throughout  the  50  states who were  injured, 
disabled, or killed before June 1, 2009, from defective GM cars. Justice was denied to them 
when the federal government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right this wrong by passing 
the legislation recently introduced by Congressman Troy Carter of Louisiana, HR 7016. This bill 
calls for “just compensation” to be paid to accident victims holding “allowed” claims in the GM 
bankruptcy. It compensates us for our loss and puts us more on par with the $60 billion in other 
allowed claims against GM  that were paid  in  full without  reduction or  compromise  after  the 
government took control of GM in bailout. 

Additional background and a short video that details the plight of the GM accident victims and 
background to the proposed legislation can be viewed at https://forgottengmbailoutvictims.org.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to consider my plea. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Brittany Nicole LaCosse 
 
Brittany Nicole LaCosse 
 
cc:    Senator Todd Young, 185 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 
  Cong. Trey Hollingsworth, 1641 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510
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April 19, 2022 

The Honorable Roy Blunt 
260 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Blunt, 

NURSES 
FRANCES COLOGNA, BSN, RN 

JILL DOWNING, MS, RN 

I write to bring to your attention to an important matter impacting my clients, Brooke Fletcher 
and Chastity Moore, residents of Missouri. Brooke Fletcher was the driver of GM car that spun off 
the road, hit a fence post and rolled twice. As result of the defective roof design, the roof of her car 
collapsed with such force that it broke her neck, rendering her a quadriplegic and confining her to a 
wheelchair for life. Chasity Moore was a passenger in a GM pick-up that was involved in a collision 
and caught on fire due to a faulty side-saddle gas tank. Chasity sustained serious burn injuries and 
the loss of her left leg. Words cannot adequately convey the pain, anguish, and loss felt daily by 
both Brooke and Chastity as well as their families. That pain and anguish was only compounded by 
the miserable treatment the government reserved for them in the bailout. 

Their cases against GM were primed for settlement when, at the government's direction, GM 
filed for bankruptcy while refusing to assume the claims of the accident victims in the bailout. We 
will never understand how the government could have acquired GM without making sure that the 
claims of accident victims were paid in full. The government agreed to pay $60 billion of claims of 
GM's corporate vendors, unions, and senior executives in full in the bailout. By comparison, the 
aggregate claims of the accident victims were projected at only $936 million at the time of the sale. 
Total distributions to these claimants from the bankruptcy, however, were only approximately $74 
million, or 7 .1 % of the projected claims of accident victims. 

Notably, there are 24 accident victims from Missouri with "allowed" claims in the GM 
bankruptcy case. Proofs of claim were filed on behalf of these 24 accident victims in the amount of 
$286,100,000 in the aggregate. The aggregate "allowed" claims, however, were squeezed down to 
only $13 ,465,000 as the lawyers representing GM forced all accident victims into mandatory 
mediation and threatened to withhold payments for years if the claimants would not agree to the 
paltry settlement amounts offered. Still worse, only around 30% ( or approximately $4 million) at 
most was paid on that "allowed" amount, which also had to cover attorney's fees and costs. 

To justify the government' s callous disregard of the accident victims ' rights, the 
government's so-called "Auto Team" claimed their decision was justified because "we owed a 
fiduciary duty to taxpayers." The injustice heaped on the accident victims by the government in the 
GM bailout, therefore, was rooted in the Auto Team' s misplaced sense of duty. Their duty was first 
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and foremost to the Constitution. Instead, they analogized their Constitutional duty to the duty a 
corporate director owes a company' s shareholders. Even worse, to make sure the claims of the 
accident victims would not be forced upon them by the bankruptcy court, the Auto Team told the 
bankruptcy court at the sale hearing that even though the claims of the accident victims represented 
only one percent of the bailout's entire imputed value, the government would abandon the bailout 
and declare its financing of GM in default, thereby forcing GM into liquidate, if the accident victims' 
successor liability claims were not extinguished in the final sale order. Not surprisingly, the 
bankruptcy court conceded the point, stating in its written opinion that "[it] declines to take that 
gamble." 

In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the successor liability 
claims of the GM accident victims to be extinguished in violation of Fifth Amendment's Takings 
Clause. Even though the government agreed at oral argument that the suit was timely filed, the 
Federal Circuit Court of Appeals dismissed the case, holding that the lawsuit was filed eight days 
too late. This result makes no sense since the case was filed within six years of the date that order 
went effective. Yet the Federal Circuit held the case should have been filed within six years of the 
date the government uploaded the proposed form of sale order to the bankruptcy court, a date we 
had no reason to know of since we were not privy to those behind-the-scenes legal proceedings. 

Please know we are not seeking some windfall on behalf of our clients. Their claims and 
those of the other accident victims were not the cause of GM's problems. They trusted GM vehicles 
would run properly and that they would be made whole by GM if there were product defects. They 
never expected to be caught in the middle of a massive government bailout, and certainly never 
expected our own government would leave them behind to collect pennies on the dollar. 

There are approximately 630 other victims throughout the 50 states who were injured, 
disabled, or killed before June 1, 2009, from defective GM cars. Justice was denied to them when 
the federal government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right this wrong by passing the 
legislation recently introduced by Congressman Troy Carter of Louisiana, HR 7016. This bill calls 
for "just compensation" to be paid to accident victims holding "allowed" claims in the GM 
bankruptcy. It compensates them for their loss and puts them more on par with the $60 billion in 
other allowed claims against GM that were paid in full without reduction or compromise after the 
government took control of GM in bailout. 

Thank you very much for taking the time to consider our plea. 

Sincerely 

Neil Chanter 
Attorney for Brooke Fletcher and Chastity Moore 

cc: Senator Josh Hawley, 115 Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 
Congressman Billy Long, 2454 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515 
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April 18, 2022 
 

The Honorable Roy Blunt 
260 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Blunt, 
 
I am a resident of Springfield, Missouri. I was driving a General Motors car that spun off the 
road, hit a fence post, and rolled over twice. As a result of a defective roof design, the roof 
of my car collapsed with such force that it broke my neck, rendering me a quadriplegic and 
confining me to a wheelchair for life. Words cannot adequately convey the pain, anguish, 
and  loss  my  husband  and  I  feel  daily.  The  miserable  treatment  of  my  claim  by  our 
government in the GM bailout only compounded our anguish and has significantly limited 
my treatment, care, and rehabilitation options.  
 
I'll  never  understand  how our  government  could  have  bought GM without making  sure  that 
accident victims were paid in full. The government paid $60 billion of claims of GM's corporate 
vendors, unions,  and  senior executives  in  full  in  the bailout. But  for  the accident  victims, my 
lawyers tell me, total distributions were less than 7% of what these claims were projected to be 
at the time of the bailout.  
 
My lawyers tell me there are 24 accident victims from Missouri with “allowed” claims in the GM 
bankruptcy case. They further tell me that the amounts sought from GM in these filed proofs of 
claim totaled $286,100,000. The “allowed” claims of these claims, however, were squeezed down 
to  only  $13,465,000  as  the  lawyers  representing  GM  forced  all  accident  victims  into 
mandatory mediation  and  threatened  to  withhold  payments  for  years  if  the  claimants 
would not agree to the paltry settlement amounts offered. Still worse, only around 30% (or 
approximately $4 million) at most was paid on those “allowed” amounts, which also had to 
cover attorney's fees and costs.  
 
In 2015, a lawsuit was brought against the government for forcing the successor liability claims 
of the GM accident victims to be extinguished in violation of Fifth Amendment’s Takings Clause. 
Even though the government agreed at oral argument that the suit was timely filed, the Federal 
Circuit Court of Appeals dismissed the case, holding that the lawsuit was filed eight days too late. 
This result makes no sense since the case was filed within six years of the date that order went 
effective. Yet the Federal Circuit held the case should have been filed within six years of the date 
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the government uploaded the proposed form of sale order to the bankruptcy court, a date we 
had no reason to know of since we were not privy to those behind‐the‐scenes legal proceedings. 

Please know I am not seeking some windfall. My claims, and those of the other accident victims, 
were not the cause of GM's problems. We trusted GM vehicles would run properly and expected 
we'd be made whole by GM if there were product defects. We never expected to be caught in 
the middle of a massive government bailout, and certainly never expected our own government 
would leave us behind to collect pennies on the dollar. 

There  are  approximately  630  other  victims  throughout  the  50  states who were  injured, 
disabled, or killed before June 1, 2009, from defective GM cars. Justice was denied to them 
when the federal government bailed out GM in 2009. Congress can right this wrong by passing 
the legislation recently introduced by Congressman Troy Carter of Louisiana, HR 7016. This bill 
calls for “just compensation” to be paid to accident victims holding “allowed” claims in the GM 
bankruptcy. It compensates them for their loss and puts them more on par with the $60 billion 
in other allowed claims against GM that were paid in full without reduction or compromise after 
the government took control of GM in bailout. 

Thank you very much for taking the time to consider my plea. 

Sincerely 
 
     
 
Brooke Fletcher 
 
cc:  Senator Josh Hawley, 115 Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 
  Congressman Billy Long, 2454 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515 
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